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 And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” MATTHEW 4:19 

King Solomon, the author of this familiar passage helps you and I to 
understand “life having seasons.” We are all called upon to 
make endings in our work and personal lives. This can be a    painful 
process that many of us postpone until it is too late. Endings can 
also be enabling – they can help us get unstuck and move forward 
in the right direction. 

 

Author, Henry Cloud in his book Necessary Endings, describes how 
trees and plants that grow quickly need to be “pruned” to focus 
their nutrients on growing a few healthy buds or fruits. This pruning 
process also helps to eliminate diseases or excessive growths. Cloud 
believes that pruning is a natural and necessary process to reduce 
the “unwanted or superfluous.”  The wise person knows when an 
ending is required. They know how to make the appropriate ending 
so that something new and stronger can emerge. Learning how 
to end things is both a life-skill and a leadership-skill.  
 

I concur with Cloud’s assessment. I believe If there is no pruning, 
LIFE can easily choke LIFE to death! Endings can help us let go of the 
past and focus on goals. 
 

As members of this great Church SABTS, you have gone through a 
plethora of transition in the last eighteen months: coming out of 
pandemic, saying farewell to members who have moved    closer to 
their children, staff changes, the separation of the Bluffton Worship 
campus and the election of your Senior Pastor to the Episcopal 
office of Bishop. Wow! Change is hard. Sudden change is worse. Yet, 
I believe, endings are a healthy and natural part of life and we 
should approach them with boldness instead of fear because they 
generally almost always lead to something new. 

 

My friends, a New Year is on the horizon. I am truly confident, that 
the good work that has been done in the last year will    continue. 
SABTS will be emerge even stronger because, in the words of the 
late Rev. Andre Crouch, 

Nothing can separate  
God gives us strength to take 
All that this world may bring 

 God is on our side 
I am so very grateful to you for the ways you and the staff 
have welcomed me as your pastor and leader. I am grate-
ful for your “staying power” through the challenges.        
I know in due season; God will reward your faithful-
ness. For me, this ending is bittersweet. I am tearing 
up as I write this farewell for I deeply love the 
Church called St. Andrew by The Sea, Hilton Head 
Island, SC! 

 

With God’s strength, wisdom and courage, 
Pastor Robin/Bishop-elect 



January 1, 2023 
One Service Sunday at 10:00 am 

Wesleyan Covenant Service 
 

January 8, 2023 
9:00 + 11:15 am 

Installation of 2023 Leadership 
Discover your church 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS 
Sundays, January 22 + February 19 
3:00-5:00 pm / In-person only 
Discover what we believe, how we govern ourselves,  
expectations of members, and much more! Even if you are a 
current member and want to learn more about the Methodist 
Church, you are welcome to attend. 

To RSVP for the classes email to 
standrewbythesea@gmail.com 

Forty-six families including 
141 children will be served 
by Christmas Grace of St. 
Andrew this year. Each child 

will receive two toys and a teddy bear together with wrapping 
paper and a gift for the mom. Christmas Grace took place on 
Saturday, December 10, at the Medical Center of Coastal Caroli-
na. A huge thank you to Nancy and Bill Fairfax and all the elves 
who volunteered and donated Teddy 
Bears!  
 

At the right is a photo of the Joyful   Bun-
dles the kids at the HH campus and the 
Service Team assembled for HH Backpack 
Buddies to slip into kids’ backpacks this 
holiday season. 

 

Outreach Service Team meetings are 
scheduled for the 4th Tuesday of every 
month at 1:00 pm in the Celebration 
Center. All who would like to serve are 
welcome to attend. No long term commitment required. The 
Next meeting is January 24. For more information, please      
contact Rebecca Jones at pikejones22@gmail.com. 

2023 CHURCH COUNCIL 

Church Council Chair 
Vice-Chair 

Sarah Coffin 
Bruce Siebold 

Church Council Secretary Andi Argast 

Treasurer Jeff Herriman 

Christian Education  Chair          Wendi Klahr 

Finance Ministry Chair Bob Dietz 

Lay Leaders Joe Kerr 
Melissa Wagner 

SPPRC Chair 
Vice-Chair 

Kim Likins 
Joe Kerr 

Endowment Jeff Billman 

Outreach Ministries Chair Rebecca Jones 

Trustees Chair 
Vice-Chair 

Floyd McKeag 
Bob Gentzler 

Worship Chair Kathy Wilcox 

Fellowship Friends  
(Methodist Women)  

Jay Graves 

Young Adult Rep Madison Denny 

Lay Members of Annual Conf.  Bill Putnam 
Sue Yearwood 

Please pray throughout 2023 for this team of people assembled 
to further the Gospel and ministry of Christ through St. Andrew 
By-The-Sea United Methodist Church. This is just the “tip of the    
iceberg” as you know, since there are many more not listed but 
who have pledged to serve faithfully on various committees, as 
Sunday School teachers, group facilitators, mentors, leaders, 

and helpers of every kind in the coming year. Thank you! 

At the Hilton Head Campus 



Teddy Bear  
Sunday  

.  

Fellowship Friends 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am via Zoom 

Fun and engaging topics of discussion along 
with spiritual encouragement and support 

 Please email jaygraves@hotmail.com for a Zoom  
invitation. If you do not have access to the internet, you can 

still participate via telephone. Call Jay at  
843-342-6322 for directions on how to do this.  

Everyone is invited to join in! 

 

Almost 200 adorable Teddy Bears were donated on December 4 
through the generosity of both the Bluffton and HH campuses. 
They will be to be given to kids through Soup Kitchen and   
Christmas Grace this holiday season. Thank you so much your 
donations—they are sure to bring lots of smiles and hugs. 

St. Andrew is a  
Stephen Ministry 

Congregation 
Our trained Stephen Minsters are ready to come  
along side and provide spiritually based comfort  

and support when needed.  

 

To connect with a Stephen Minister, please email to  
stephenministryhhiumc@gmail.com  

or call BeJe Anderson at 843.384.9638.  
All contact is confidential  

mailto:jaygraves@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenministryhhiumc@gmail.com


Enhance Your Prayer Life 
Thursdays, January 5, 12 + 19 
10:00 - 11:30 am 
Hilton Head Campus, Rm C-111 
$25 (includes book, all beads and supplies)  
 

We know that our Catholic friends often use 
rosaries to pray, but Protestants can also 
pray with beads as a way to connect with 
God. Using A Bead and A Prayer – A Beginner’s Guide to 
Protestant Prayer Beads, we will explore the history and art of 
using beads in prayer, discover ways to pray with beads, and 
learn how beads can help us deepen our faith, understand 
Christian beliefs, and listen to God.  
 

As part of this three-week study, each participant will make his/
her own set of prayer beads and learn to make them for others.  
All instructions, supplies, and tools will be provided.   
 

“Prayer beads are a tool for prayer…I want to emphasize that 
prayer beads are just one of many tools to assist in prayer. 
Many people feel comfortable with prayer and have developed 
ways of praying that work well for them, however, others strug-
gle with prayer, their minds wander; they get bored; they won-
der if they are being heard; they struggle with what to say. 
Prayer beads can help them develop rich lives of prayer, deep-
ening their connection with God.” (Taken from A Bead and a 

Christmas Eve Under the Stars 
6:30 pm, Oyster Factory Park, Bluffton 

Starting in January 

Please sign-up by December 15 so that adequate supplies can 

be provided. Email Connie at the church office for more details 

and to check on availability (conniebhhiumc@gmail.com) 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE CLASS  
A  6-week study  

Sundays, beginning January 8 
Hilton Head Campus, Celebration Center 

10:15 - 11:00 am 
Led by Dave Desjardin and Steve Borgianini 

All resources will be provided, no book required. To sign up 
call 843.785.4711 or email standrewbythesea@gmaill.com 

 

As people of faith, we are 
convinced that  our Creator 
has given us the gift of   crea-
tion: the air we breathe, the 
water that sustains life, the 
fruits of the land that nour-
ish us, and the entire web of 
life without which human 
life cannot flourish. All of 
this God created and found 
"very good." We believe our 
response to global climate 
change should be a sign of our respect for God's creation. 
 

The continuing debate about how the United States is respond-
ing to questions and challenges surrounding global climate 
change is a test and an opportunity for our nation and the entire 
Christian community. We enter this debate not to embrace a 
particular treaty, nor to urge particular technical solutions, but 
to call for a different kind of national discussion. Much of the 
debate on global climate change seems polarized and partisan. 
Science is too often used as a weapon, not as a source of wis-
dom. Various interests use the airwaves and political process to 
minimize or exaggerate the challenges we face. The search for 
the common good and the voices of poor people and poor coun-
tries sometimes are neglected. 
 

At its core, global climate change is not about economic theory 
or political platforms, nor about partisan advantage or interest 
group pressures. It is about the future of God's creation and the 
one human family. It is about protecting both "the human envi-
ronment" and the natural environment. It is about our human 
stewardship of God's creation and our responsibility to those 
who come after us. With these reflections, we seek to offer a 
word of caution and a plea for genuine dialogue as the United 
States and other nations face decisions about how best to re-
spond to the challenges of global climate change. 
 

The dialogue and our response to the challenge of climate 
change must be rooted in the virtue of prudence. While some 
uncertainty remains, most experts agree that something very 
significant is happening to the atmosphere. 
 

"the earth is the Lord's and all it holds" (Ps 24:1) 

Friday, Dec. 14 
6:30 to 8:00 pm 

Hosted by the Olivettis 
2 Port Au Prince, HH  

Shipyard Plantation 
 

All youth (grade 6 and up) are 
invited for an evening of holiday fun at the Olivetti home 
We’ll have pizza (of course), snacks, and a scavenger 
hunt. And it wouldn't be a Christmas Party without a firepit! 

(Did someone say smores?) So invite a friend and gather up! 
Please email to keri@gotrisports.com so that a gate pass is 
ready for you. 



Dear Church Family, 

With Christmas literally just around the corner it is high time to 
count our blessings! One for which we are most grateful is the 
knowledge that we have a congregation that rises to the chal-
lenge when called upon. Under Lorena Best’s positive leadership 
we had a Fall Festival for the first time since the pandemic. Our 
Trustees have tackled some much needed repairs and replace-
ments to our physical assets and found a solution to ease the 
transport of our physically challenged members. (We hope to 
have that lift in place soon!) And, you can bet we’ll give Bishop 
Robin Dease a most fun and blessed St. Andrew By-the-Sea   
farewell. 

However, there is challenge that we hope you can help address. 
We ask that you prayerfully consider fulfilling the stewardship 
goals you set for yourself for 2022 and to consider a special year
-end gift towards the operating budget of the church. Although 
the staff has done an amazing job of controlling expenses this 
year through October (running $115,822 or 9.3% below budget), 
overall giving was $211,788 less than our expenses (Hilton Head 
campus has a deficit in giving of $46,055 and Bluffton campus 
has a deficit in giving of $165,733).  

We are making every effort to come to a gracious ending of our 
mission with the Bluffton campus and are preparing to welcome 
a new pastor to Hilton Head in 2023, all of which is being taken 
into consideration for our 2023 budget.  

Please join us on our journey and consider a special year-end 
contribution and prayerfully consider your giving for 2023. 

Robert Dietz, Finance Chair  
Sarah Coffin, Church Council Chair 

GIVING AT A GLANCE (January - October 2022)   

  Year-to-Date 
Actual 

Year-to-Date  
Budget 

Variance  
favorable/

(Unfavorable) 

Commitment  
Contributions 

888,179 $1,065,000 ($175,821) 

Operating Revenue and Expenses (January -  October 2022) 

  Year-to-Date 
Actual 

Year-to-Date  
Budget 

Variance  
favorable/

(Unfavorable) 

Revenue $915,722 $1,108,635 ($192,913) 

Expenses  $1,127,511 $1,243,333 $115,822 

Net Surplus/(Deficit)   ($211,789) ($134,698) ($77,091) 

ST. ANDREW ENDOWMENT FUND AT WORK 

In the last several months the Endowment Fund has made some 
significant contributions to help others in need and to improve 
our campus. The Fund contributed $47,450 toward the roof  
replacement project at the HH campus, and $10,000 each to the 
HH4 Ukraine Relief Fund and to UMCOR for Hurricane Ian       
victims. 

We have recently updated our brochure and it can be found in 
the narthex in the literature rack. The brochure provides more 
information about the Endowment Fund and outlines several 
giving opportunities.  

If you have any questions, or would like to further consider    
current or deferred giving options, please contact any member 
of the committee. Their names are listed on our brochure. Thank 
you for your continued support. 

‘SOUPER’ BOWL SUNDAY  

FELLOWSHIP EVENT (HH CAMPUS) 

On Sunday, February 12 (Superbowl Sunday) we will turn a day 
of Football into one of Fellowship and Feeding hungry people. 
Plan on having lunch together as a church family (soup, of 
course), and donating that day to local ministries that feed the 
hungry.  

 

 

 

on ‘souper’ bowl sunday we will  

collect monetary donations and  

non-perishables for local food  

ministries including the St. Andrew 

Soup Kitchen + blessing box 

• Sign up by emailing standrewbythesea@gmail.com. Tell us 
by Friday, February 10 what kind of soup you are bringing 
and how many people in your group. 

• On Feb. 12, bring your soup in a crockpot to the  Celebration 
Center kitchen before the worship service you attend and 
we’ll keep it warm until lunch. 

• Have lunch together in the CC after 2nd service. 

• Paper goods, crackers + bread, and beverages provided 
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United Methodist Church 
20 Pope Avenue 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928 
 

St. Andrew By-T he-Sea is an open, nurturing body of Christian believers 
seeking God's guidance as we minister to others. 

Connect with us! 
HILTON HEAD CAMPUS 
20 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head, SC 29928 

843.785.4711 

www.hhiumc.com 
standrewbythesea@gmail.com 
  

Church Office Hours 

M-F 8:30 am-4:30 pm 
  

Sunday Worship  

9:00 am + 11:15 am IN-PERSON SERVICES 

LIVESTREAM at 11:15 am 
  

BLUFFTON CAMPUS 
39 Persimmon Street, Ste. 203  

Bluffton, SC 29910 
  

Sunday Worship  

9:00 am + 10:30 am  

LIVESTREAM + IN-PERSON SERVICES 
  

www.blufftonworship.com 
#forbluffton  

#blufftonworship 
  

Rev. Robin Dease, Bishop Elect/Sr. Pastor 

Rev. Daniel S. Burbage, BLF Campus Pastor 

Rev. Frank E. Lybrand, Assoc. Pastor 
  

Find us on our websites, Facebook  

and YouTube 


