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 And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” MATTHEW 4:19 

Epworth Children's Home is honored and delighted to partner 
with St. Andrew By-The-Sea UMC to expand our Lowcountry 
services in Beaufort, Colleton, Jasper, Hampton, and Allendale 
counties. We soon will be taking up occupancy in what was most 
recently known as the Sandbox Children’s Museum at St. An-
drew’s Hilton Head campus. 
 

Epworth’s first program in our new location will be in the area of 
foster care. As part of Epworth’s Institute for Child and Family 
Wellbeing Center for Family Engagement, our new Lowcountry 
office at 18A Pope Avenue is already recruiting foster parents in 
Beaufort county. We are proud to be the second largest provider 
of regular foster care in the state, with around 115 children 
placed in 120 homes throughout South Carolina. This may seem 
like a lot, but the need is great. Currently, there are around 
4,000 children in the care of the state, with just over 100 of 
them from the low-coastal region, and an additional 450 in 
Charleston, Dorchester, and Berkeley counties. DSS estimates 
that 70 additional foster families are needed in your region to-
day in order to meet the need. 
 

Epworth’s foster care model relies on partnerships with local 
churches to provide a community of support around families in a 
geographic area. 
 

Foster parenting is a calling. Foster parents agree to receive chil-
dren in their home and to love them as their own for as long as 
they have them, whether that be days, weeks, months, years or 
forever. Once someone answers the call to become a foster par-
ent, the process to become licensed takes four-six months with 
inspections, home studies, and lots of paperwork.  
 

Nationwide, as many as 50% of foster families who answer the 
call and complete the licensing process will quit in the first year. 
Their reasons involve feeling ill-equipped to foster and lacking 
support networks around them. At Epworth, we want to address 
these two concerns before they become a problem so that fos-
ter parents will serve long-term and improve outcomes for chil-
dren in care. This means our staff is accessible to help them im-
plement their training in their home which is key. In addition, 
churches willing to step in when a family hits a bump in the road 
can make a big difference. 
 

Providing office space for our foster care staff will enable us to 
recruit and train foster parents in your area and to provide on-
going support for them. We look forward to developing church 
support partnerships with groups in your congregation to help 

An Exciting Expanded Partnership  
by Rev. Kathy James, Director of Church Relations  

Epworth Children's Home  

Epworth Children's Home  
Lowcountry Foster Care  

Facility DEDICATION and  
OPEN HOUSE  

In addition to the annual Work 
Day offering to be taken on 

Sunday, September 11, Rev. Kathy James, Director of Church 
Relations for Epworth Children's Home, will speak at both cam-
puses to introduce the new partnership between    Epworth 
Children’s Home and St. Andrew for a foster care office and 
training space to service our community. 
 

Plan to join us at either the Bluffton campus (9:00 am service) or 
Hilton Head campus (11:15 service) as Rev. James gives us an 
overview of Epworth today and to celebrate this new joint    
venture with an open house following the second service.  
 

Epworth’s Foster Care Program provides qualified foster parents 
with the training, tools, and support they need to make a differ-
ence in the lives of foster kids in Bluffton and on Hilton Head 
Island. 

Sunday, September 11, 2022 

As fall approaches, we get really busy as a 
community. The weather starts getting very 
nice and it becomes a perfect time of year for 
sports and festivities. All of this is wonderful 
and so much fun, however, what often      
happens is that we sometimes over-extend 
ourselves. As a result, instead of enjoying our 
time, we become exhausted. The Greek word for church is 
“ekklesia” and it means “a called out assembly or congrega-
tion.”   
 

The church is our safe space and our sanctuary. It is also our 
heart. The church is where you find the Holy Spirit at work. May 
we enjoy this amazing season of fall, but may we also connect to 
our ekklesia. May we come together this fall so that we may do 
the amazing work of Christ. May we truly be the light of the 
world. May we be the city on the hill.  

families navigate the challenges of fostering while being bathed 
in prayer and loving acts from our church families. 
 

In the future, we anticipate offering community counseling as 
well as other services to meet families where they are and help 
children in the Lowcountry develop faith in God, self, and others. 
 

Visit epworthchildrenshome.org to learn more. 

Ekklesia by Rev. Daniel Burbage, Bluffton Campus Pastor 



Join us in Bluffton this month as we use lessons from football 
and relate them to our spiritual lives. “Fifth Quarter” will help us 
explore what happens after the game has been played, what is 
next, and how can we take what we learned  during the game in 
order to grow in faith.  

Bluffton Campus Sermon Series 

Happy Fall Y’all! We are in the season of back to school and back 
to routine (yay)! Every year it feels 
like the summer flew by, and this 
year was no exception.  

We were able to bless all our      
students and school staff the      
Sunday before school started. We 
laid hands on them and asked for God’s guidance and protection 
over them all. It was particularly special because we also had 
communion as a church family.  

Our Relational Ministry Team 
is excited to hold monthly pot-
lucks after worship each 
month. The one we had over 
the summer was so refreshing 
as we spent time with one an-
other in fellowship. Our prayer 

is that this will be a good congregational builder as we take time 
to be part of each other’s lives. The next potluck is scheduled for  
September 18 after the second service. 

Children and Youth Ministries are meeting regularly and are 
keeping the momentum going! We are so grateful for our amaz-
ing lay servants who lead children’s church, provide hospitality 
each week, usher/greet, make time to come in and clean the 
kitchen/organize, and devote their time and energy during the 
week for the endless church meetings. Y’all truly are the church 
and a reflection of God’s kingdom! 

Happening in Bluffton by Monica Barricks, Bluffton Campus  



Couples Group  
Sundays, September 18 - October 23  
5:00-6:00 pm 
Celebration Center, HH Campus 
 

We’re starting a new group and we want you to 
be part of it! Our plan is to start with a six-week 
study, then see where we go from there. So we’ll 

start At The Crossroads. 
 

What’s your vision for the second half of your life? Thousands of 
men and women are retiring each day (or at least pondering it) 
and look forward to this phase of life with equal parts excite-
ment and anxiety. Most folks have high expectations of retire-
ment: they want to be redeployed to a life that is meaningful, 
significant, less stressful, and full of joy. But this requires 
thoughtful planning, and many soon-to-be retirees wonder how 
they’ll get there - or if they’re even on the right path. 
 

At the Crossroads is a six-week Bible-based study offering practi-
cal help for folks who are approaching, entering, or already in 
retirement to live out this next chapter of life in more exciting 
and productive ways. The book guides participants through a 
study and reflection process to discover their purpose, passion, 
and mission for retirement and the years leading up to it. 
 

If you’d like to be part of this group, contact the church office at   
standrewbythesea@gmail.com. Books are available ($10). Please 
read and reflect on the Introduction and Chapter 1 prior to 9/18. 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS FOR CHILDREN  
AT THE HILTON HEAD CAMPUS 

Beginning September 11 
 

• Sunday School – 10:15 to 11:00 am 
 in the Education Bldg. 
 Celebrate Wonder engages children’s natural sense of         

curiosity to help them understand God’s love through Bible 
stories, videos, crafts, and other kid-friendly activities. For 
those families that cannot be with us in person, Zoom sessions 
will be available upon request. 

 

• Children’s Church – 11:30 am to 12:15 pm 
 in the Education Bldg. 
 Following the Children‘s Moment in the 11:15 service 
 Ages 4 to grade 5 are welcome at both Sunday School and 

Children’s Church. Middle and high school students are       
encouraged to join us as CW helpers. 

 

• Nursery Care – 9:00 am to 12:15 pm 

 in the Education Bldg.  
 For little ones younger than three years 

Classes and  
Small Groups 

Hilton Head Campus 

Fall 2022 

Visit hhiumc.com/studies  
for more class and group details.  

Blessing of the Animals  
Sunday, October 10, HH campus 

Save the Date! 

 



Each month, we introduce you 
to some of our Stephen Minis-
ters so you can learn more 
about these special people. 
  

 Bill Putnam is approaching 20 years as a Stephen Minister, a 
role he never envisioned for himself. Previously, Bill had been 
“all business,” both in his career as a human resources manager 

and as a consultant. A native of South 
Boston, VA, Bill had also lived in Yonkers, 
NY, as well as in Greenville, SC, before he 
and his wife, Nancy, relocated to the 
Lowcountry in 1999. With a master’s in 
business, he most often had been in-
volved in the administrative side of the 

church as well, “so when I was approached to join Stephen Min-
istry in 2003, I was stunned,” Bill recalled. “Some people saw 
something in me that I did not see in myself. Opening that door 
has meant so much to me.” 

Not only did Bill become a Stephen Minister, but he also soon 
became a Stephen Leader, helping to coordinate St. Andrew’s 
training, programming, and other aspects of working with all 
the Stephen Ministers and care receivers over nearly two dec-
ades.  

In addition to Bill’s on-going service in Stephen Ministry, he has 
served in many roles on the Church Council, as a delegate to 
Annual Conference, and serves on the Board of Ordained Minis-
try for the SC Annual Conference.  

Having worked in an office his entire life, he applied for a job 
with the Beach Patrol on the island. For 15 years, he headed 
out at daybreak to clean the beach and along the way he     
photographed magnificent sunrises, built 
relationships with regular walkers, assist-
ed the turtle watch crews, and doled out 
information to visitors. And all the while, 
Bill maintained special relationships with 
his Stephen Ministry Care receivers, 
forging bonds that would last well be-
yond the care receiver moving away. For Bill, being in the 
“business” of one-on-one caring relationships through Stephen 
Ministry is a great way to do the work of Christ. 
 

BeJe Anderson serves as our church’s Stephen Ministry referral 
coordinator. If you or if someone you know might benefit from a 
one-on-one relationship with a Stephen Minister, please call 
BeJe at 843.384.9638. 

Monday, October 17, 2022 
Bluffton Campus  

5:30 pm 
{ This will be an in-person meeting only } 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To Doris McEwan (M) at the passing of her sister, Ruth 
Schroeder, on August 5, 2022, on Hilton Head Island. A family 
memorial will be held at a future time  
 

To Phyllis Brodie (M) and family at the sudden passing of her 
stepfather, Jerome R. Black on July 17, 2022, in OH. 
 

To George and Rhonda Lind (M) at the passing of Rhonda’s 
daughter, Brooke, on July 13, 2022, in Lafayette, GA. 
 

To the family of our Christian sister, Jean Gunn (M) who 
passed away on July 11, 2022. No service is planned. Jean was 
98 years old and a member of St. Andrew since 1989. 
 

To the family of our Christian brother, Mandas "Sam" S.    
Mulrain (M) who passed away on July 7, 2022. He was 105 
years old. Sam was preceded in death by his wife, Mina, and 
two sons, Jeff and Mark. There was a private burial service at 
the Beaufort National Cemetery on July 29. 
 

To Lynda Castle (M) at the passing of her mother, Ruby     
Worley of Vinton, VA, on July 7, 2022. Ruby was about to 
have her 101st birthday. Services were in VA. 
 

To Melissa Wagner at the passing of her grandmother, Emma 
Hall, on Saturday, July 2. She was 98 years old and lived in 
Altoona, PA. 
 

To Ina Ehrhart (affiliate) at the passing of her husband,       
Lonnie, on Friday, June 24, 2022. 

 



Our Soup Kitchen family has 
installed a Little Free Pantry 
at the Hilton Head campus. 
Look for the blue and white 
structure as you enter the 

church grounds. There are many of these food sharing boxes 
throughout the Lowcountry, now four on our island. Also known 
as Blessing Boxes, they are stocked with grocery items for those 
in need. We are thankful for those who were inspired and pro-
posed the idea and the volunteers who constructed, painted, 
and installed our Blessing Box.  

Our Free Pantry is an additional way that St. 
Andrew can now deliver groceries to our 
needy south island community families 24/7. 
It augments our normal Friday lunch and 
grocery program which is currently serving 
60 lunches each Friday and provides grocer-
ies from Second Helpings and Deep Well, our 
faithful Soup Kitchen partners. 

How does it work? Two simple directions:  
(1) “TAKE what you NEED” and (2) “GIVE what you Can.” 

“TAKE what you NEED” Our community families or individuals in 
need take food items from the box. In some cases, they will 
leave other food items behind to share.  

“GIVE what you Can” The St. Andrew congre-
gation and others place food items to share 
directly in the box. Suggested items include 
canned soups, vegetables, fruits, chili, baked 
beans, tuna, and chicken. Easy open-end cans 
are preferred if possible. Other items - break-
fast cereal, pasta, pasta sauce, cookies, and  
fruit cups. These can be placed directly in the 
Free Pantry or if multi packs, dropped off in the church office. 
Soup kitchen volunteers will monitor and reload the Pantry on a 
regular, and as needed, basis.  

Should you want to help with the Free Pantry, please visit the 
Celebration Center each Friday, 8:00 am - 12 noon or contact 
Karen Kirby, Soup Kitchen Coordinator at kwkirby20@gmail.com.  
You will enjoy the camaraderie of St. Andrew “Soupers” serving 
blessings, fellowship, and food to our community families. 

September will be a busy month in St. Andrew’s Hilton 
Head music ministry! Chancel Choir, Children’s Choir, Bell 
Ringers, and the Lowcountry Ensemble will all begin 
again. And, we are looking for new members for all 
groups! If you enjoy music, please join us. There is no 
audition and the only requirement is that you have been 
vaccinated for COVID. 

Chancel Choir rehearsals are Wednesday evenings at 7:00 
pm and will resume September 7. There will be a fun  
opportunity for those interested in the choir to join us for 
“Meet the Choir Night” on Wednesday, September 14 at 
6:30 pm in the Music Room. Come by and check it out. 
There’s no obligation, but we hope you’ll consider becom-
ing a part of this great group. 

Bell Ringers will rehearse on Wednesdays at 2:30 pm and 
start again on September 14. 

Children’s Choir and Lowcountry Ensemble rehearsal 
times have yet to be determined, so stay tuned. 

For information and details, please contact me at 
brucegale104@gmail.com or call 843.785.4711. I look 
forward to seeing you again and worshiping together! 

Music Ministry Musings 
Bruce Gale, Minister of Music  

 

 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM TEACHERS NEEDED 
 St. Andrew By-The-Sea United Methodist Church, in partner-
ship with Beaufort County Schools, is pleased to offer an    
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM at the church’s HH campus for 

January-May 2023  
Monday-Thursday, 3:00-6:00 pm 

PAID positions for  
    certified + retired teachers available 

For details contact Rev. Robin Dease  
pastorrobinhhiumc@gmail.com  

843.785.4711 

 



In answer to your questions, yes, we do have the results of the survey that was shared with members of both campuses earlier this 
summer. We plan to host meetings on both campuses on Sunday, October 9 to share the information and discuss next steps related 
to the capital campaign process. 
 

While some committees have taken a well-deserved break over the summer, the Strategic Planning Committee, chaired by Kerry   
Tilden, has been hard at work. Their first order of business has been to address the future of our relationship with the St. Andrew By-
The-Sea Bluffton campus. A lot of great work has gone on there under Daniel and Monica’s leadership. The question before us is:  
what’s next? Before that could be addressed, we realized that many members did not know the history of Bluffton’s launch. Below is 
a short summary that reflects the decisions and actions of the past 10 years. Many members helped create an expanded version 
which is available at the church office.  
 

The Bluffton campus has undertaken focus groups in the past few weeks and similar small group sessions will be held at the Hilton 
Head campus in the future. Stay tuned as we thoughtfully and prayerfully discern the best path forward on our journey to make disci-
ples of Jesus Christ in the Hilton Head community, Bluffton, and the world. 

Hilton Head and Bluffton Campuses History 2022 

Earlier this year the SABTS Church Council established an ad hoc 
Strategic Planning Committee, charged with exploring a path 
forward and making recommendations realistically based on 
faithfully evaluating where St. Andrew is on its journey and how 
best to use its resources in the name of Christ. A decline in mem-
bership at both campuses and slowing of our progress in 
Bluffton due to the pandemic have created a sense of urgency to 
undertake this initiative. The first step of the process is to 
ground everyone in an accurate history of the formation of the 
Bluffton Campus, a major initiative by our church. The purpose 
of this document is to summarize that background and outline 
the next steps.  
 

Timeline 
Following the completion in 2003 of the SABTS Celebration Cen-
ter at the Hilton Head campus and initiation of programming in 
the facility, by 2010 leadership asked themselves, “where shall 
we go next?” A recurring theme was the need for a different/
contemporary worship service in Bluffton (as a contrast to the 
existing 3 UMCs in the Bluffton area). Half the church leadership 
at the time lived off island. Further, there was a desire to extend 
and preserve the HH Campus by launching and hopefully build-
ing a vibrant campus in Bluffton. In the fall of 2011 Rev. Neil 
Yongue and leadership initiated discussions with the conference 
resulting in SABTS, as a vital and healthy church, submitting a 
proposal to the South Carolina UMC office of Congregational 
Development to establish an extension [as opposed to a new 
church start] of SABTS in Bluffton with the same DNA of hospital-
ity, open doors, mission outreach to better serve its Bluffton 
members and Bluffton seekers. Goals (and progress) included: 
• to establish a worship service that will be true to the    

Methodist tradition presented in a contemporary    manner 
for the purpose of introducing all persons to Jesus Christ; 
this has been and is occurring; 

• to extend the St. Andrew Surf Youth ministries to middle 
and high school students to the Bluffton area; there is an 
active youth group and 19 recent confirmands; 

• to expand Campus Ministry at University South Carolina 
Bluffton; USCB students have been part of the AV team, 
worship band, small groups, missions, youth ministry and 
community; 

• to extend Upward Sports programs to introduce Jesus Christ 

From the Chair by Sarah Coffin, Church Council Chair  

to children and their families; historically this has been im-
portant and the vision of the site development includes 
sports; 

• to extend our former Counseling Center services in the 
Bluffton  area; the counselor officed in the first Bluffton Min-
istry Center but this service is no longer offered at either 
campus; 

• to continue to expand Bluffton small group Bible studies; a 
number of small groups were formed and continue to exist 
today. 
 

In July 2012, Rev. Daniel Burbage was appointed by UMC SC  
Conference to lead the Bluffton extension’s vision to Worship, 
Learn, and Serve Jesus Christ. On February 9, 2014, the first  
worship service was held at USCB in Bluffton and in June the 
Buckwalter property was purchased for approximately $650,000 
using a short-term loan, with the intention (but never a promise) 
of building a church on the property. In the fall of 2014 a Church 
Conference voted to establish a Bluffton Extension Building 
Committee as well as a Pope Avenue Facilities Study Team. The 
leadership at that time agreed that a decision to build would 
depend on sufficient funding. It was also voted at that meeting 
to engage in a $7.4M capital campaign over 6 years: $2.2M for 
Bluffton property development and building a 10,000 square 
foot worship center, and $5.2M for the HHI HOPE Center. The 1st 
Phase goal of $3.5M had final pledges amounting to $2,145,596 
leaving insufficient funds for construction at either campus. 
 

In the fall of 2015, the Church Council voted to formalize the 
Bluffton Outreach as a mission and a Church Conference voted 
to allocate campaign funds to the land purchase in Bluffton (113 
in favor vs. 48 opposed) by re-paying the loan. The following 
February the Bluffton extension, now “mission,” moved to 39 
Persimmon St. The “St. Andrew By-The-Sea” name and logo is on 
the building, awning, doors, materials and Buckwalter property 
sign.  
 

A conflict with Lord of Life Lutheran Church, located adjacent to 
the Buckwalter property, regarding boundaries and access took 
time to resolve, as did the granting of permits to enable prepara-
tion of the site for future building. In 2020, the UMC SC Confer-
ence established the Bluffton extension as a separate church. 
This requires its own separate Annual GCF&A Statistical Report 
and ID number, something the United Methodist Church does 

Continued on page 7 
 
 



Continued from page 6 
with each campus. Conference apportionment assessments are 
now received for both Bluffton and HHI campuses and have 
been paid from the annual budget which covers both campuses.         
 

Finally, in the fall of 2021 a new Building Committee was  estab-
lished to explore options for the existing site. 
 

The Path Forward 
Today St. Andrew By-The-Sea has one Church Council, with rep-
resentation from both campuses; one administrative staff; one 
annual budget; one website and newsletter; a combined weekly 
email blast; and the church advertises as one church with two 
campuses. Committees typically have members from each    
campus. At the same time, our campuses are unique in that they 
have pastors for each location, different worship styles and   
separate activities, programs, visions, social media.  
 

For over 50 years St. Andrew By-The-Sea has been a vibrant and 
engaged member of the Lowcountry community. The church has 
grown, evolved, welcomed visitors, and enriched the faith life of 
hundreds of members and guests. Our roots are deep and our 
staff and leadership are committed to the mission to make disci-
ples of Jesus Christ in the Hilton Head community, Bluffton, and 
the world. Now, we face declining membership on Hilton Head 
and smaller growth than we had hoped for in Bluffton. Like    
others before us, your leadership and pastors are working to 
discern the best path forward and welcome your support and 
prayers as we continue our journey. 
 

The relationship between the Bluffton and Hilton Head campus-
es is critical to future planning by St. Andrew By-The-Sea and 
needs to be re-visited, perhaps re-defined, but certainly clarified 
in some fashion that seems reasonable to our two congrega-
tions. The Strategic Planning Committee is exploring the path 
forward for SABTS and has already begun focus groups and a 
viability study with members of the Bluffton congregation. Fu-
ture communications will provide updates as the Strategic Plan-
ning Committee makes progress in their work.  
 

Sarah Coffin, Chair, Church Council    
Kerry Tilden, Chair, Strategic Planning Committee                           
Strategic Planning Committee members: Brian Evans, Bruce 
Seibold, Frank Lybrand, Jeff Jones, Jim Gresham, Merryl Dietz, 
Tina Browning 
 

Input for this history came from: Mike Rogers, Bill Putnam, Phyllis Brodie, 
Keith Dodson, Jeff Jones, Dave Deis, Daniel Burbage, Robin Dease and Sarah 
Coffin. A longer version of this history is available upon request from the 
church office.  

results 

Capital Campaign 

Giving At A Glance (January-July 2022) 

 Year-to-Date 
Actual 

Year-to-Date  
Budget 

Variance  
favorable/

(unfavorable) 

Commitment 
Contributions 

$665,028 $770,000 ($104,972) 

Operating Revenue and Expenses (January-July 2022)  

 
Year-to-Date 

Actual 

Year-to-Date  
Budget 

Variance favora-
ble/(Unfavorable) 

Revenue $687,922 $795,545 ($73, 203) 

Expenses $799,196 $625,750 $65,992 

Net Surplus/
(Deficit) 

($34,476) ($27,265) ($7,211) 

One of the first steps in the assessment of a capital campaign to 
fund development of the Buckwalter Parkway property and 
property improvements at the Hilton Head campus was a survey 
of the congregations at both church campuses.  
 

The results of the survey will be shared at two informational 
meetings on Sunday, October 9: between services at the HH 
campus and after 10:30 worship at the Bluffton campus. 
 

Paper copies of the survey with a FAQ cover sheet will be      
available at both campuses the week after the in-person 
meetings. 
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United Methodist Church 
20 Pope Avenue 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928 
  

St. Andrew By-T he-Sea is an open, nurturing body of Christian believers 
seeking God's guidance as we minister to others. 

Connect with us! 
HILTON HEAD CAMPUS 

20 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head, SC 29928 

843.785.4711 

www.hhiumc.com 
standrewbythesea@gmail.com 
  

Church Office Hours 

M-F 8:30 am-4:30 pm 
  

Sunday Worship  

9:00 am + 11:15 am IN-PERSON SERVICES 

LIVESTREAM at 11:15 am 
  

BLUFFTON CAMPUS 
39 Persimmon Street, Ste. 203  

Bluffton, SC 29910 
  

Sunday Worship  

9:00 am + 10:30 am  

LIVESTREAM + IN-PERSON SERVICES 
  

www.blufftonworship.com 

#forbluffton  

#blufftonworship 
  

Rev. Robin Dease, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Daniel S. Burbage, BLF Campus Pastor 

Rev. Frank E. Lybrand, Assoc. Pastor 
  

Find us on our websites, Facebook  

and YouTube 


