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 And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” MATTHEW 4:19 

Moving into a new church appointment in this season of COVID-
19 has more implications and challenges than I anticipated. I am 
not alone as pastors and churches are in unchartered waters. As 
we try to discern where do we begin to re-launch, re-build and 
begin again, this pandemic will surely have a long-term impact 
on the life of congregations.  
 

While working on my Doctor of Ministry degree, I learned, “it is 
okay not to have the answers; you have to ask the right ques-
tions.” How can churches survive and even thrive in a post-
pandemic landscape? How will we fund mission and ministry? Is 
fundraising a part of God’s plan for ministry? How do we fund-
raise effectively and with integrity for a church? What fundrais-
ing methods should we apply or avoid? 
 

Dr. Lovett Weems has extraordinary knowledge and experience 
with a deep love for the United Methodist Church. Dr. Weems is 
a distinguished professor of church leadership and senior con-
sultant of the Lewis Center for Church Leadership at Wesley  
Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C., after 18 years as  
president of Saint Paul School of Theology in Kansas City, MO. 
 

On October 23, 2021, (9am to 3pm) Dr. Weems will present 
themes from his book:  Generosity, Stewardship and Abundance. 
He plans “to offer local church leaders and congregants a     
number of practical and effective ideas to increase giving and 
fund ministry.” A workshop setting allows Dr. Weems to go 
deeper and engage in dialogue with attendees about the specific 
issues their church may be facing. Topics will include: 

• COVID-19 lessons, implications, and next steps 
• Understanding the operating, capital, and endowment funds 
• Awareness of theological and ethical issues involved in 

church finances 
• Practical resources to use in a congregation 
• Expand ways to give and sources of income 

 

This workshop is open to anyone who would like to know how 
the COVID-19 pandemic will affect the church today and into the 
future.  
 

Registration will begin September 1, 2021, on the church      
website. You can purchase the book on Amazon. 
 

I look forward to you joining me as we seek to set out on a new 
journey with the Steward, Jesus Christ.  

 Your Co-Laborer in Christ, 

 Pastor Robin  

Please Save This Date and Join Me! 
by Pastor Robin Dease, Lead  Pastor 

~ SAVE THE DATE ~ 

Generosity, Stewardship and  
Abundance in a Post-Covid Church 

 
Facilitated by Dr. Lovett H. Weems, Jr. 

 
Dr. Weems, Jr. is a distinguished  
Professor of Church Leadership  
Emeritus at Wesley Theological  
Seminary and senior consultant 
for Wesley’s Lewis Center for 
Church Leadership.  

 
 

Hosted by St. Andrew By-The-Sea UMC 

Registration opens September 1 
Save the date now and watch for details at hhiumc.com 

St. Andrew church leadership acknowledges the sincere 
concerns of many regarding the rise in cases of the Delta 
variant of COVID-19 in our area. We continue to pay close 
attention to the reports and so are taking precautionary steps 
at both campuses. 
 

To read the Bishop’s comments and recommendations, please 
visit umcsc.org. 
  

Masks are not required in our services but are welcome for 
those who would like to wear them.  
 

For those who would feel more comfortable worshiping from 
home, we want to remind you of our online worship experienc-
es for both campuses available at hhiumc.com under the     
worship tab. 

https://www.churchleadership.com/
https://www.churchleadership.com/
umcsc.org/bishop-holston-get-vaccinated-for-yourself-your-family-your-neighbor.


Our Condolences:  
 To Sherry Conrad at the passing of her father in Kansas 

on August 12, 2021. 

 To the family of our Christian Brother Larry Hazzard who 
passed away on August 4, 2021. Services to be held at a 
later date. 

 To the family of our Christian Sister Linda Fross who 
passed away on July 14, 2021 in Ohio. Services to be held 
at a later date. 

 To Julia Buzzard at the passing of her father, Wilburn 
Jones on July 3, 2021, in Chattanooga, TN. 

 To Donna Williams at the passing of her husband and our 
Christian Brother Ben Williams on June 30, 2021. A      
memorial service was held at St. Andrew on July 31, 
2021. 

 To the daughter and extended family of our  Christian 
Sister Patricia “Patti” Castelli who passed away on June 
22, 2021. A memorial service was held on July 3 at Keith 
Funeral Home on Hilton Head. 

 
 

In June, Mission & Outreach Chair Barbara Ernico, her grand-
son, Tyler, and committee member Mary Hall visited The    
Children’s Center, a nonprofit early childhood education     
organization on Hilton Head Island. We were greeted and   
given a tour by Jody Levitt, executive director of The Children’s 
Center and St. Andrew member. Walking past classrooms and 
the outdoor play area, children were actively engaged in learn-
ing and recreation. 
 

Founded in 1967 to provide affordable childcare for island 
working families, the Rev. Isaac Wilborn, Jr., principal of Hilton 
Head Elementary School at the time, and Billie Hack of the  
Bargain Box, realized that regardless of their situation, every 
child needs loving care in a safe environment, and an oppor-
tunity to succeed. 
 

The Children’s Center is the second oldest non-profit organiza-
tion on Hilton Head Island, caring for and educating children 
beginning at six weeks until eight years old. Older children par-
ticipate in after-school and/or summer camp depending on 
time of year.  
 

The Children's Center's mission is affordable, high-quality early 
education. It is achieved by providing a sliding scale tuition 
system based on family income and household size. In the 
classroom, teachers provide a rich educational environment of 
learning opportunities to help children grow and develop 
based on the South Carolina Early Learning Standards. Each 
child is closely monitored for age-appropriate development 
along this continuum. Of the 2021 PreK graduates, 98.6% of 
them had mastered kindergarten readiness skills.  
  

There are currently 130 children enrolled with another 40 on a 
wait list (the wait list is due to lower staffing levels since 
COVID-19). The Center can serve as many as 200 children 
when fully staffed. Children are provided with breakfast, lunch 
and afternoon snack at no additional daily cost. All meals are 
nutritiously balanced based on USDA guidelines. Approximate-
ly 80% of families are at or below federal poverty levels and 
qualify for free and reduced lunch.  
 

The Center has an annual budget of $1.5 million and is open 
five days a week from 6:30 am to 6 pm The demographics are 
39% Hispanic, 30% African American, 11% mixed or other and 
20% Caucasian.  
 

The Children's Center received a grant of $1,500 from St. An-
drew’s Mission Committee in 
December of 2020 to provide 
tuition assistance for families 
and we are thankful to be a 
part of this much needed    
service to kids and families in 
our community. 
 

Mary Hall is the liaison for St. Andrew. 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS FOR CHILDREN  
AT THE HILTON HEAD CAMPUS 

Beginning September 12 
 

• Sunday School – 10:15 to 11:00 am 
 in the Education Bldg. 
 Celebrate Wonder engages children’s natural sense of     

curiosity to help them understand God’s love through Bible 
stories, videos, crafts, and other kid-friendly activities.   

 

• Children’s Church – 11:30 am to 12:15 pm 
 in the Education Bldg. 
 Following the Children‘s Moment in the 11:15 service 
 

• Nursery Care – 9:00 am to 12:15 pm 

 in the Education Bldg. 

Fellowship Friends 
The next hybrid meeting will be  

Tuesday, September 14 at 10 am  
In the Wesley Room of the Celebration Center 

Pastor Robin will be our guest speaker 

Everyone is invited to join in for relevant  
topics and good discussions! 

Check St. Andrew’s weekly email for the upcoming topics. 

If you are not able to attend in person,  
you can still participate through Zoom or via telephone. 

Email jaygraves@hotmail.com for a Zoom invitation  
and instructions. 



Thank you all for the most beautiful and amazing 
prayer quilt. My family and I are in  
awe from all the love and support  
shown in this quilt. We feel the  
love and thank you again for  
praying for my family and me.  
 God bless you all! 
   Jennifer Ewedosh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The quilt now has a special  
place in the Ewedosh home.  
Visitors are encouraged to  
take a moment, tie a knot  
and say a prayer.  

A Prayer Quilt Thank You... 

In the summer of 2008, a small group of members of St. Andrew 
became aware that more people living at the south end of the 
island were struggling to feed themselves and their families. Our 
neighbors at Holy Family Church had started a soup kitchen serv-
ing lunches on Mondays and Wednesdays, so our small group 
decided to suggest to the St. Andrew church council that our 
church should start a Friday soup kitchen, food to be prepared in 
the kitchen and served in the Celebration Center. With the per-
sistence of Martha Hazard, the council agreed to give it a try.  
 

Since September 2008 the Soup Kitchen has become a true    
outreach of the mission of our church, feeding individuals and 
families, welcoming all people, providing care and support as it 
is needed. Over the years it has been presented with many ways 
to be supportive to our regular guests by assisting with housing, 
both temporary and permanent, bus tickets and gas, and food 
coupons. Just as important are the bonds of friendships that 
have developed among the kitchen volunteers where there is 
always lots of fun and laughter. Many of our volunteers say the 
Friday Soup Kitchen is their favorite day of the week. 
 

During the pandemic, bag lunches were prepared in the kitchen 
by two or three persons with masks, gloves and distancing, then 
given to guests in the parking lot behind the Celebration Center. 
 

In September 2020, in partnership with the Deep Well Project, 
we were able to deliver two large bags of groceries per week to 
40 families or about 225 hungry people in the south end.        
Assistance has also been given to help our guests get appoint-
ments to receive the vaccine. 
 

Currently, we supply takeout lunches to 50 hospitality workers in 
Sea Pines as well as carwash employees at the south end. Also, 
approximately 65-75 lunches are picked up by our Friday guests 
from 11:00–12:30 pm every Friday. 
 

Also each Friday, three large tables are filled with fresh produce, 
canned goods, breads, and even protein such as chicken, ham-
burger, hams and even on occasion, chicken livers. This table is 
made possible with our partnership with Second Helpings and 
the Deep Well Project. We are so thankful for relationships that 
have been made with our neighbors in need at the south end! 
 

Stop by some Thursday or Friday, meet the crew, grab 
yourself a Soup Kitchen t-shirt ($10), and show your 
support for what’s happening at St. Andrew By-The-
Sea UMC. Contact Allan LaCoe at 843.422.0434 
with questions or to volunteer. 

Happy Birthday, Soup Kitchen! 

This photo 
was taken of 
Jennifer with 
her son  
Gabe just 
prior to 
extensive 
surgery 



DIFFICULT WORDS OF JESUS 

Thursdays, Sept. 23 to Oct. 21  
11:00 am – 12:15 pm 
Hilton Head Campus – Rm. C111* 
Leader – Kerry Tilden 
$13 for the book a limited number of books 

are available for purchase in the church office 
 

Jesus provided his disciples teachings for how to follow Torah, 
God’s Word; he told them parables to help them discern ques-
tions of ethics and of human nature; he offered them beatitudes 
for comfort and encouragement. But sometimes Jesus spoke 
words that followers then and now have found difficult. He in-
structs disciples to hate members of their own families (Luke 
14:26), to act as if they were slaves (Matthew 20:27), and to sell 
their belongings and give to the poor (Luke 18:22). He restricts 
his mission (Matthew 10:6); he speaks of damnation (Matthew 
8:12); he calls Jews the devil’s children (John 8:44). 
 

In this 6-week class we will discuss how these difficult teachings 
would have sounded to the people who first heard them, how 
have they been understood over time, and how we might inter-
pret them in the context of the Gospel of love and reconcilia-
tion. 
Email standrewbythesea@gmail.com to sign up and reserve 
your copy of the study book. 
 

*This church-wide study will be offered as a hybrid class, both   
in-person and online. After you register for the class, the Zoom 
invitation and the instructions for video streaming will be shared 
with you. An email address for all participants is required. 

SEEKERS OF THE SPIRIT CLASS 

Hilton Head Campus – Rms. C106/107 

Leaders – Jim Gresham, Kim Likins,  
Steve Borgianini, Bob Gentzler 
 

Nearly everyone has heard of the Ten Com-
mandments, the list of "thou-shalt-nots" 
found in the Bible. Jesus saw these command-
ments not as onerous burdens, but as    

guideposts to help us experience a good and beautiful life. 
These ten ancient "words" were given to us by a loving God 
who longed to set safe boundaries, create order out of chaos, 
help communities live peacefully, and protect us – often from 
ourselves. 
 

In this study we will bring modern eyes to the most important 
set of ethics in history – The Ten Commandments. We will con-
sider their historical context and the meaning of each com-
mandment in Hebrew, unpacking how Jesus reinterpreted 
them, and showing how every thou-shalt-not was intended to 
point to a life-giving "thou shalt." In a culture marked by work-
aholism, materialism, and social media-driven envy, God has 
given us a time-tested path that leads to gratitude, confidence, 
and peace. 
 

A limited number of books will be available when the class  
ReGathers on September 12. Discussion of the first chapter will 
take place on September 17.  

 

AGAPE CLASS 

Hilton Head Campus – Rms. C104/105 

Leader – John McReynolds 
Study Guide Cost  - $15 
 

Each week's lesson lists background Scripture, 
features key verses, provides reliable and rele-
vant biblical explanation and application. 
  

 We will begin our study with Outside In.      
Sociologists studying the story of the early church often attrib-
ute the growth of the church to the sense of belonging that it 
offered people in a world where belonging was limited to 
those with things such as property, high status, and/or birth-
right. We will look at the various ways that the Bible makes 
clear how we belong to God’s people even when we appear to 
be outsiders. Several of the sessions point out where we as 
human beings insert distinctions that restrict membership 
within the community of Christ. 

Hilton Head Campus Sunday Schools ReGather on September 12 
All adult classes take place in the Celebration Center, 10:15 – 11:00 am 

Anyone is welcome to attend any class at any time! 

JOY CLASS 

Hilton Head Campus – Rm. C111 
Leader – Mike Howell 
Fall Focus:  Christianity in Today's 
World - Considering Some Challenging 
Issues  
 

How do you respond to difficult and compli-
cated issues that you see in the news? Our 

class will consider various perspectives of challenging and time-
ly issues, and how each relates to our faith, the Bible and how 
our beliefs contribute to our understanding of these often-
controversial issues. Taking a broad view and consulting UMC 
resources where available, we will attempt to gain a better un-
derstanding of each topic.  
 

No book is needed for the study; resources will be provided. 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. ~ Romans 12:2 



The deadline for the OCTOBER EDITION of The Fisherman is  

Wednesday, September 15  
Please submit your articles and photos to:  

standrewbytheseanews@gmail.com 

The Journey of Grief 
Are you, or someone you know, interested in joining a grief 
support group? This confidential group will meet 1-2 times 
per month at the Hilton Head campus and online as needed.  

If you are interested or would like more information,  
contact David Peterson or Bill Putnam at  

stephenministryhhiumc@gmail.com 

 
An acolyte plays 
a very important 
role in worship, a  
tradition more 
than 1700 years old! Worship officially     
begins when acolytes bring the light of Christ into the       
sanctuary, a symbol of Christ’s presence with us at worship.   
Acolytes remind the congregation of Jesus’ words: “I am the 
light of the world.”  
 

Adults and kids are invited to become acolytes and anyone 4th 
grade and up is welcome. If this sounds like a way you would 
like to serve at church, there will be a 3-part training taught by 
Pastor Robin at the HH campus on September 12, 19, and 26 at 
12:30 pm, after the second service. Lunch will be provided.  
 

Please sign up by emailing standrewbythesea@gmail.com. 

  training 

mailto:standrewbythesea@gmail.com


For years St. Andrew By-The-Sea has been a leader in helping to 
alleviate childhood hunger on Hilton Head, Bluffton and Hardee-
ville. Into the 12th year on Hilton Head Island and the 11th year in 
Bluffton, our Backpack Buddies (BPB) programs together support 
over 500 children each week by providing nutritious bags of food 
for the weekend when there may not be any food at home. 
 

In addition, HHI provides “Grab and Go” Snack Bags to middle 
and high school students and distributes fresh produce to Neigh-
borhood Outreach Connection (NOC) students each week. 
Bluffton also provides monthly boxes of food supporting 450 
children and their families. All children in either of the Bluffton/
Hardeeville programs receive summer ‘passes’ to choose fresh 

produce at the Bluffton Farmer’s Market. 
 

Even the COVID-19 pandemic didn’t stop the BPB programs from 
serving hungry children and their families! HHI BPB partnered 
with Deep Well, Sandalwood Food Pantry, Boys and Girls Club, 
and NOC to channel food to families in need while they were 
unable to distribute food in school. 
 

Bluffton BPB packed 3,600 bags of food and distributed them to 
the children by ‘piggy backing’ on the Sodexo School Bus deliv-
ery of breakfast and lunch bags to Bluffton students. By partner-
ing with Mercy Mission in Hardeeville, food was provided to our 
Hardeeville families. Once school began in hybrid mode, all pro-
grams were reinstated in modified form according to COVID-19 
restrictions.  
 

All the work of Backpack Buddies is made possible by our      
wonderful volunteers and the generous financial support of our 
communities. On Sunday, September 26, both campuses of St. 
Andrew will have the opportunity to help fund this important 
local mission for the coming school year through a special offer-
ing. Thank you for helping our young neighbors in need with 
your generous donations. 
 

For more information or to volunteer, please call: 
Joe Kerr at 843.341.3021—HHI 
Ken and Sue Kroupa at 843.645.6303—Bluffton 

BACKPACK  

BUDDIES 
School is back in session 

and that means  
Backpack Buddies is back 

in operation! 

With our children and teachers returning to the classroom, we 
wanted to find a way to bless them not just one day, but all year 
long. On Sunday, August 15 we connected a child to a person in 
our congregation for them to be their prayer warrior for the 
school year.   

at the bluffton campus 

Have you been feeling the nudge to be part of a 
small group? Now more then ever we need to be part 

of each other’s lives. During the Bluffton campus’                  
WorshipLearnServe (WLS) nights, we will help equip you to 
effectively run a small group. All you need to do is find the   
people, the place and the time…so start asking! 

 

 Help Needed: Technology Specialist/Livestream Coordinator 
 

St. Andrew is looking for a person to fill a part-time, paid posi-
tion on staff to direct the Sunday morning livestreaming of wor-
ship services at the Hilton Head campus, as well as to make con-
tinual improvements to the church’s website and manage other 
technology needs. Up to 20 hours per week, including Sunday 
mornings. 
 

If you know of anyone with technology savvy interested in   ap-

plying for this role, have them contact Bruce Siebold, chair of 

Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee at 843.368.7788 or 

via email at brucesiebold@gmail.com. 

 



Notes from Tim 
contributed by Tim Reynolds,  

Director of Music  

Giving At A Glance (January-July 2021) 

  
Pledge  

Contributions 
Non-Pledge & Loose  
Plate Contributions Total 

Actual thru 
7/31/2021 

$464,403  $198,773 $663,176 

Budget thru 
7/31/2021 

$482,028 $247,917 $729,945 

Variance ($17,625) ($49,144) ($66,769) 

  =Below Budget =Below Budget =Below Budget 

Income and Expenses (January-July 2021) 

  For The Year      
Actual 

For The Year  
Budget Variance   

Income $840,820 $877, 692 ($36,872) 

Expenses 850,011 884,052 ($34,041) 

Net  

Surplus /(Deficit) 
($9,191) ($6,360) ($2,831) 

       How terrific it has been to worship in person these past few 
weeks complete with hymn singing and smiling faces! With the 
resumption of fall schedules and programming, things are 
starting to feel a little more “normal.” We have new faces 
among us in worship each Sunday with Pastor Robin leading us 
in the teaching of the Word, and interim organist Mollie Nichols 
while Debby is taking some time off. Prior to her retirement in 
January and moving to HHI, for 33 years Mollie was the director 
of music and organist at Church of the Heavenly Rest on 5th   
Avenue in New York City. 
 

We will be resuming choirs in September! The Chancel Choir will 
start rehearsals on Wednesday, September 8 at 7:00 pm in the 
music room. The Women’s Ensemble will resume rehearsals on 
Sunday, September 12 between services, also in the music room. 
The Adult Handbell Choir will resume their rehearsals on 
Wednesday, October 6 at 2:30 pm in the sanctuary. We          
welcome persons interested in joining any of these ensembles to 
come to a rehearsal or drop me an email at timrh-
hiumc@gmail.com if you have questions. We love making a joy-
ful noise! 

 

There are many opportunities for YOU to help with our worship 

experience here at St. Andrew By-The-Sea. Elsewhere in this 
copy of The Fisherman you can read about a renewed acolyte 
program that Pastor Robin will be leading this fall. Acolytes can 
be children, youth or adults and play an important role in setting 
the atmosphere for worship.  
 

There is also an important opportunity to be the literal welcom-
ing hands of the church by serving as an usher or greeter, and 
when we return to monthly communion services in 2022, com-
munion preparation and assistants will be needed as well as 
Scripture readers, and children’s sermon leaders. There are an 
abundance of small ways to serve that make a big difference.  
 

And finally, the addition of fresh cut flowers to our chancel are a 
lovely expression of nature and God’s beautiful bounty each 
week when we gather in the sanctuary on Pope Ave. These flow-
ers are funded through gifts from individuals, not the operating 
budget of the church. If you would like to honor someone, say 
thank you to an individual or group, or simply help beautify the 
sanctuary, you can do so with a $50 donation noted for Altar 
Flowers sent to the church financial secretary. In addition to the 
gift, you may specify a certain Sunday to provide flowers and 
make note of the occasion in the worship bulletin.  
 

This is a beautiful way remember and honor folks. You can make 
these arrangements by calling Lois Chandler 843.785.4711 or 
emailing loischhiumc@gmail.com at the church.  
    

Sunday, November 7, 2021 
Hilton Head Campus Sanctuary 

4:00 pm, Hybrid Meeting  
Email standrewbythesea@gmaill.com  

to request a Zoom link.  
(Church Council members will automatically receive the link.) 

 

mailto:timr@hhiumc.com
mailto:timr@hhiumc.com
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United Methodist Church 
20 Pope Avenue 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928 
  

St. Andrew By-T he-Sea is an open, nurturing body of Christian believers 
seeking God's guidance as we minister to others. 

Connect with us! 
HILTON HEAD CAMPUS 

20 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head, SC 29928 

843.785.4711 

www.hhiumc.com 
standrewbythesea@gmail.com 
  

Church Office Hours 

M-F 8:30 am-4:30 pm 
  

Sunday Worship  

9:00 am + 11:15 am IN-PERSON SERVICES 

LIVESTREAM at 11:15 am 
  

BLUFFTON CAMPUS 
39 Persimmon Street, Ste. 203  

Bluffton, SC 29910 
  

Sunday Worship  

9:00 am + 10:30 am  

LIVESTREAM + IN-PERSON SERVICES 
  

www.blufftonworship.com 

#forbluffton  

#blufftonworship 
  

Rev. Robin Dease, Lead Pastor 

Rev. Daniel S. Burbage, BLF Campus Pastor 

Rev. Frank E. Lybrand, Assoc. Pastor 
  

Find us on our websites, Facebook  

and YouTube 


