
July/August 2021 

A publication of St. Andrew By-The-Sea United Methodist Church 

 And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” MATTHEW 4:19 

The 9:00 am and 11:15 am worship services resume on Sunday, 
July 4 when St. Andrew welcomes our new senior pastor, 
the Rev. Dr. Robin Dease. These will be duplicate services with 
livestreaming during the 11:15 hour. 
 

On Sundays July 4 and 11, you are invited to stay a moment, or 
come a few minutes early, to a special coffee hour between the 
services so you may meet Pastor Robin and say hello. 
 

There will be no Children's Church on July 4 due to the holiday, 
but on July 11, the Children's Moment will resume during the 
11:15 am hour after which children are dismissed to continue 
Children's Church with Miss Connie. 
 

Our Bluffton campus continues with two dynamic in-person   
services at 9:00 am and 10:30 am, and both are livestreamed. 
 

Join Pastor Daniel, Monica, and their great team for worship at 
the Persimmon Street location in Bluffton and online. Children's 
Church is at the 10:30 service. 

Hilton Head Campus Returns to 2 Services 

I am so very excited and grateful to share in ministry with you 
the members and friends of St. Andrew By-The-Sea! Already I 
have been blessed to meet persons in the church community 
willing to work alongside me in this Gospel ministry.  

My appointment as pastor continues the long legacy of           
distinguished leaders and servants who have led St. Andrew. 
Their ministry and leadership among the people in the commu-
nity has been stellar. My hope and prayer is to build upon their 
significant work.  

My brothers and sisters in Christ, our ministry together will offer 
new opportunities for discipleship making and spiritual growth. 
Ministry never happens in a vacuum. There is a great need for 
committed followers of Jesus to offer their gifts and graces to 
the work of the Kingdom.  We can only do this together. 

My dear friends, we face a future bright with promise. Please 
know I come with joy, love, excitement and anticipation of what 
God is going to do in our lives…together! May it be so. 

Your Co-laborer in Christ,  

Pastor Robin  

During my junior year in college I had the opportunity to study 
abroad in Europe. Little did I know that six-month experience 
would open my eyes to the richness and diversity of other     
cultures. In other words, I discovered as a 20/21 year-old that 
people live and operate differently than folks in South Carolina.  

One difference I learned was that folks relied heavily on using 
trains for transit. In SC we use mostly cars, but in Europe the 
train is essential to getting around. I fell in love with riding on 
trains.  

The more I reflect on it, I have 
found that life is like riding on 
a train and having a window 
view. When you are on a train 
you make many stops to get to 
your destination and meet 
many different people along 
your journey; there is so much to see having a window view. On 
the journey you also experience all kinds of weather: hot and 
cold, windy and calm, rainy and sunny. 

A church community is a lot like a long train ride. In my almost 
ten years at St. Andrew By-The-Sea, I have experienced many 
changes. And, just like a train, even though we experience many 
stops, different window views, and unpredictable weather, we 
all have the same goal.  

As we are about to go through another change in the faith    
journey at St. Andrew, let’s take a moment and ponder our    
mission and vision as a church. If our mission is making disciples 
of Jesus for the transformation of the world, how are we accom-
plishing that? What are we doing? How are we doing it           
together? How are we using the God-given gifts that we have to 
get to where we are all going? Are we willing to adjust and adapt 
to many changes to accomplish what Jesus has called us to do?  

I am so excited about our next stops and the ride we are on as a 
church community! May we all thank God for the love and minis-
try of the Yongues as we welcome the Rev. Dr. Robin Dease 
along on our ride. It is going to be amazing! 

Words of Greeting 
by Pastor Robin Dease, Senior Pastor 

Along with You on the Journey 
by Pastor Daniel Burbage, Bluffton Campus Pastor 



Books on the Beach  

Tuesday, July 20 @ 7:00 pm 

Islanders Beach Park 

This month our discussion will focus on Evensong 
by Gail Goodwin.  
  

Evensong is a deeply moving exploration of issues 
confronting a woman who is trying as best she can 
to live according to God's will as she understands 
it. At the same time it is a love story, an account 
of a spiritual quest, and a fascinating look at morals and mores 
at the beginning of the millennium. 
 

Bring your beach chair, sunscreen and a cool drink as we talk 
about what we’ve read - through the lens our faith. Discussion 
guides will be provided; the conversation will enrich our souls. 
 

No need to make reservations – there’s plenty of room. But it 
will be helpful to let me know to look for you – kindly call      
Connie at the church office (843.785.4711) or send me a note  at 
conniebhhiumc@gmail.com. See you at the sandy end of the 
boardwalk! 
 

August’s read: Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others  
by Barbara Brown Taylor 
Tuesday, August 24 @ 9:00 am at Coligny Beach 

Summer Son  

Fundays for Families 
Throughout the summer, our families will 
get together a couple times each month 
to have some fun and grow in our faith. 
Sometimes we will meet on Saturday 
mornings, and other times we will gather in the evening, but we 
will always have fun and learn a little about what it means to be 
a follower of Jesus.  

Saturday, July 17 @ 10:15 am 
Painting at the Art Café (cost $10) 
Please RSVP by July 12 to conniebhhiumc@gmail.com 

 

Let’s get creative together. In addi-
tion to your own pottery piece, we 
will all paint a special little some-
thing for Pastor Robin. (Keep it  
quiet – let’s surprise her.) Bring a 
friend and paint joyfully!  

O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our 
potter; we are all the work of your hand. (Isaiah 64:8)  
 
DATE CHANGE  - Our Evening Beach + Surf Exploring is 
now on Wednesday, August 4 @ 6:00 pm 

           Coligny Beach  
 

Dr. B will bring along his trusty seine and fish 
nets and tell us all about the marine science 
here at our island home. You never know 
what marine critters we will find! 
  

Look for details and August Summer Son Fun-
days dates and events in upcoming email 
blasts.  
 

And remember, always look to the Son! 

 

mailto:conniebhhiumc@gmail.com


Fellowship Friends 
 

Fellowship Friends are continuing to meet every week on Tues-
days through Zoom with focused sharing topics. We have six to 
14 people joining in each week.  
The past month’s topics included:  

 Do you speak a language in addition to English? Fluent-
ly or just enough to get by?  

 What does Memorial Day mean to you and how do you 
celebrate?  

 What are your best skills?  

 What things were on your Bucket List that you have 
accomplished? What things are still on your Bucket 
List? 

 We have all moved at least once in our life. Is the place 
you are now living your last move, or do you plan to 
move again? How many times have you moved? What 
was your easiest move and what was your most diffi-
cult? 

Everyone is invited to join in! 
Please email jaygraves@hotmail.com for a Zoom invitation. If 
you don't have access to the internet, you can still participate 

Off the Bench Sports Camp VBS 

Monday, July 26 - Friday, July 30 
Evenings from 6:00 - 8:30 pm 
$15 per child 
Children will experience quality sports instruction from positive 
role models while receiving daily bible stories through skits and 
rallies. 
 

We can accommodate kids ages 4-12 years old. You will be able 
to choose one of the following sports for them to engage in all 
week: Basketball, Cheer, Soccer or Team 45, geared towards 
younger kids. 
 
 
 
 

 
For more information contact: 

Brother Danny Atkinson Monica Barricks 
First Zion   Bluffton Worship 
843-338-5574  864-838-5227  
brotherdanny@gmail.com monicabhhiumc@gmail.com 

To REGISTER visit 
hhiumc.infellowship.com/forms/459380  

Christmas at the May VBS 
Monday June 28 - Wednesday June 30 
Evenings from 5:00 - 7:30 pm 
Free 
Children will experience Christmas in the summer! We will have 
a picnic dinner each night, followed by worship, crafts, Christmas 
songs and games. 

We can accommodate ages 3 years and up. If you have a child 
older then elementary age and they would like to register them 
as helper, please do! 

 

 
 
For more information contact: 
Monica Barricks 
Bluffton Worship 
864-838-5227 or monicabhhiumc@gmail.com 

To REGISTER visit 
hhiumc.infellowship.com/forms/459248  

  As a lasting tribute to Neil and Imogene Yongue, the name of 
our Scholarship Fund has been changed to “The Reverend 
Neil and Imogene Yongue Scholarship Program Fund.”  
 

The first recipients from this new program fund are:  
Breanne MacFarland, Boston University School of Theology 
Alex Likins, University of South Carolina 
Keegan Bouzammour, Anderson University 
Ben Likins, Medical University of Charleston 
Julie Harding, Perkins School of Theology 

 

Each student will receive $2,500.00 for the 2021-22 school 
year. This newly named fund has         
received a generous donation of 
$10,000.00 from the Endow-
ment Committee, but is      
primarily supported by contri-
butions made by St. Andrew 
By-The-Sea members. Dona-
tions are gratefully accepted 
anytime throughout the year.  

Scholarship Report Submitted by Jim Reeves, Chairman 
         of the Scholarship Committee   
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Christmas in July? Yes—definitely, if you’re thinking about 
Christmas Grace and beginning to plan for the 2021 Christmas 
Toy Shoppe. 
 

Christmas Grace is a very special St. Andrew ministry that allows 
parents to choose Christmas gifts for their children. In 2020, 
Bridge Builders coordinated the Christmas Grace team led by 
Sue   Yearwood and Donna Beaver —how do you provide Christ-
mas for disadvantaged children when you can’t physically open a 
Christmas Toy Shoppe? Through hard work and ingenuity by a 
lot of St. Andrew volunteers, a Christmas Shoppe “catalog” was 
developed which allowed parents to choose gifts for their chil-
dren and receive them pre-packaged curb-side. We were able to 
provide Christmas for 208 children in 70 families. 
 

This year our plan is to go back to the more traditional Toy 
Shoppe where families can shop in person and experience the 
love and support of our wonderful St. Andrew volunteers. There 
will be adjustments to be COVID safe, but we are excited to be 
able to offer this wonderful ministry once again. 
 

There are many ways to support Christmas Grace, but the first 
opportunity will be on July 11 when there will be a special   
offering to support the program.  
 

Please keep the Christmas Grace team in your prayers and help 
us to make it very special. 

 

In December of 2020, Mission & Outreach Committee re-
viewed the proposal of Antioch Education Center (AEC) and 
voted to grant them $3,500 for housing and food. In June of 
2021, Jackie O’Bannon, Founding Executive Director of AEC 
reported to the Missions committee on AEC’s grant progress. 

AEC was founded in 2009 to provide training to low-income 
people of Jasper County to enable them to become employed. 
When the agency began, staff realized that the people had 
many other more immediate needs that needed to be         
addressed first. AEC started up food pantries and now have 
five programs throughout the county reaching into some of 
the poorest rural  communities. AEC also started a clothing 
closet to address those needs.  

Along the way, AEC started an after-school program to help 
gifted and talented students who were failing in school. This 
mentoring program enabled students to excel.  

Finally able to begin work training, AEC partnered with local 
hospitals to train nursing assistants. Over 400 assistants have 
now been trained and are working.  

Over the summer, AEC provides incentivizing jobs for youth. 
Fifty youth work 20 hours a week for eight weeks in jobs all 
over Jasper County. The youth are helped to write resumes, 
learn work behavior, and are inspired to be more.  

AEC now houses offices for South Carolina Legal Services and  
Hopeful Horizons providing free legal services and services to 
victims of sexual assault and abuse.  

Their most recent program is Antioch Express which provides 
two passenger buses to take 25 passengers to and from work, 
eight trips a day.  

Antioch is an AMAZING program and has indeed earned the 
respect and trust of low-income people in Jasper county. Con-
sequently, they are expanding their site space to add seven 
classrooms. They have seven staff people and 117 volunteers 
supporting their mission. 

GRANT UPDATE:  As a result of funding from St. Andrew, they 
were able to restart their BackPack Buddies program providing 
school children with weekend take home meals. In addition, 
they were able to work with Deep Well to provide rent assis-
tance, serving 40 people a month. 

To learn of new projects and needs, call Jackie O’Bannon at 
Antioch Education Center,  843-548-4453.  

Betty Saunders is liaison from St. Andrew. 

Giving At A Glance (January-May 2021) 

 
Pledge  

Contributions 
Non-Pledge & Loose  
Plate Contributions Total 

Actual thru 
5/31/2021 

$336,275 $135,705 $471,980 

Budget thru 
5/31/2021 

$344,306 $177,083 $521,389 

Variance ($8,031) ($41,378) ($49,409) 

 =Below Budget =Below Budget =Below Budget 

Income and Expenses (January-May 2021) 

 For The Year      
Actual 

For The Year  
Budget Variance  

Income $589,530 $631,445 ($32,915) 

Expenses $590,530 ($611,997) ($21,494) 

Net  
Surplus /(Deficit) 

$8,027 19,448 ($11,421) 

T he generosity and warmth of our farewell celebration left 
the two of us overcome with joy. My entire family was so 

blessed by the kindness of your words, gifts and sentiment. We 
will always be grateful for our time with you and know that God 
has wonderful plans for the future of this congregation as it seeks 
to serve as a source of transformative love on Hilton Head Island, 
throughout the Lowcountry, and around the world. 
 

The gift of your love has meant so much to us over the course of 
these 14 years. We know that it surrounds us in the midst of the 
change we will be experiencing over the next weeks. God bless 
you and know that our prayers continue to go with you.  
 

Christ’s peace be with you all, Neil and Imogene 



Laura Jacobi at the passing of her grandmother, Dorothy 
Smith Free, on June 2, 2021 in Elgin, SC. 

Thank you to everyone who attended Pastor Neil's final worship 
service on Sunday, June 13 and to those who joined us later at 
the festivities at Honey Horn (catering by Sippin’ Cow Café). 

 

The photos below are of one of the 
presentations to the Yongues: a    
stunning prayer quilt, created by 
church member Janis Agnew, to     
remind them that they are covered in 
our prayers even though we are now 
apart. 

Thank you also to the members and friends of St. Andrew By-
The-Sea who expressed their love and appreciation for Pastor 
Neil and Imogene through a love offering that collected over 
$20,000.  

Due to concerns about gathering in person due to the pandemic, 
the 2021 SC Annual Conference (AC) was held on a virtual 
platform for the second year in a row.  
 

The abbreviated conference was designed to conduct the      
essential business necessary to permit the body to move        
forward for another year. As such, matters such as the budget, 
ordination of new ministers, various reports from committees 
and affiliated organizations such as colleges, seminaries, and 
extended ministries were presented for approval by the AC   
delegates. Through the use of technology, all delegates were 
able to vote during the AC. 
 

The only in-person activities were held at night, and included the 
ordination service for seven ordinands, a memorial service for 
pastors lost to us this past year, and acknowledgement of      
pastors who were retiring. 
 

The St. Andrew By-The-Sea delegates were Barbara Ernico, 
Debra Keenan, and Bill Putnam. Alternates were Brian Evans and 
Mike Rogers. 
 

The 2022 AC is scheduled to be held in Florence, SC in early 
June. 

2021 SC Annual Conference Report 
Submitted by Bill Putnam, Delegate 

To the St. Andrew Congregation, 
I wish to express my sincere thanks for 
the many cards, visits and prayers as I 
celebrated my 100th birthday on May 
29. It was such a special time for my 
family and me. 
 

I have missed being able to be at the 
church in person due to the pandemic, but 
hope that one day before long, I will be 
back in the pews with you. Until then, I 
send my love and gratitude. 
                   Sincerely, Eugene Luntey 

Now is a great opportunity 
to reconnect and serve. 
Ushers, Guest Services, 
Greeters, Lay Readers, and 
Counting Team members 
are all needed.  
 

If you’ve missed serving at church these last long months and 
would like to volunteer even if for just the summer, please    
contact the  following  coordinators:  

• Ushers - Jerry Cutrer at jwcutrer@roadrunner.com               
or 843-689-2584  

• Guest Services (outside greeters) - Nancy Putnam at             
putnamw@hargray.com or 843-683-0087  

• Greeters - Darrin Shoemaker at                                           
shoemaker@roadrunner.com  or 843-341-3203  

• Lay Readers - Pam Denlinger at pameladenhhi@gmail.com 
or 843-422-4972 

• Counting Team - Kathy Gresham at kathybbrown7@aol.com  
or 843-816-1124   

 

 

   

Sunday, Aug. 15  
for the SEPTEMBER 

edition of  
The Fisherman 

Submit your articles 
and photos to: standrewbytheseaNEWS@gmail.com 
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United Methodist Church 
20 Pope Avenue 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928 
 

St. Andrew By-T he-Sea is an open, nurturing body of Christian believers 
seeking God's guidance as we minister to others. 

Connect with us! 
HILTON HEAD CAMPUS 

20 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head, SC 29928 

843.785.4711 

www.hhiumc.com 
standrewbythesea@gmail.com 
  

Church Office Hours 

M-F 8:30 am-4:30 pm 
  

Sunday Worship  

9:00 am + 11:15 am IN-PERSON SERVICES 

LIVESTREAM at 11:15 am 
  

BLUFFTON CAMPUS 
39 Persimmon Street, Ste. 203  

Bluffton, SC 29910 
  

Sunday Worship  

9:00 am + 10:30 am  

LIVESTREAM + IN-PERSON SERVICES 
  

www.blufftonworship.com 

#forbluffton  

#blufftonworship 
  

Rev. Robin Dease, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Daniel S. Burbage, BLF Campus Pastor 

Rev. Frank E. Lybrand, Assoc. Pastor 
  

Find us on our websites, Facebook  

and YouTube 


