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 And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” MATTHEW 4:19 

A nd the angel 
said unto 
them, Fear 

not: for, behold, I bring 
you good  tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, which is 
Christ the Lord.  Luke 2:10-11 

Christmas

From the Pastor 

W hat are you looking forward to most 
post COVID? Perhaps it’s to plan a large 
celebration or fellowship event. You 

may be looking forward to attending ballgames or to 
be together with family and friends absent the wor-
ry of folk getting seriously ill. I  believe we are all 
weary of worrying about our children or older family 
members getting or recycling the virus. Perhaps best 
of all, it might be not having to talk about COVID all 
the time! 
 

The church year begins with the season of Advent. 
It’s a time of introspection and anticipation of re-
newal. It’s  a time to lay claim to the promises of 
scripture that God continues to act in human history 
in order to fulfill God’s desire to see creation trans-
formed. 
 

The good news is we can look forward to a future 
that is Christ-shaped. Despite the pandemic and 
even in the midst of it’s spread, God is active 
through the church. We are touching peoples lives, 
holding and helping the most vulnerable, and shar-
ing unconditional love. 
 

Opportunities await us. I hope you will take this Ad-
vent season to imagine a more full and hopeful life 
for yourself and all people. God in Christ Jesus is 
reconciling Himself in a new and wonderful way. I 
pray we will all have eyes to see it as the days ahead 
unfold. 

 November 30, December 1, 2 – Parking Lot Communion 
at the Hilton Head campus, 12 noon (please note new time 
due to daylight savings time) 
Don’t forget a teddy bear for Teddy Bear Sunday 
Please make a reservation at standrewbythesea@gmail.com 

 

 December 4 – Hymns@Noon broadcast, 12:00-12:30 pm 
  

 December 6 – Second Sunday of Advent 
Hilton Head Worship Services broadcast at 9:00 + 11:15 am 
Bluffton Worship broadcast at 9:00 + 10:30 am 
Teddy Bear Sunday when we dedicate bears collected for local 
social service organizations, Christmas Grace and Soup Kitchen 

 

 December 13 – Third Sunday of Advent  
Hilton Head Worship Services broadcast at 9:00 + 11:15 am 
 Adult Handbell Choir performing in services 

Bluffton Worship broadcast at 9:00 + 10:30 am 

Filling the Night with Music and Light, 4:30 pm  

 Churchwide outdoor event (see page 2 for details) 
 

 December 20 – Third Sunday of Advent  
Hilton Head Worship Services broadcast at 9:00 + 11:15 am 
 Harpist Lucy Scandrett will join us in worship 

Bluffton Worship broadcast at 9:00 + 10:30 am 
  

 December 24 – Christmas Eve 
Hilton Head Outdoor Christmas Eve Candlelight  Service, 5:30 pm 
Christmas Eve service broadcast at 9:00 pm + 12 midnight 
Christmas Eve Under the Stars in Bluffton (location  + time TBD) 

 

 December 27  – Lessons and Carols 
Hilton Head Service broadcast at 9:00 + 11:15 am  
Bluffton Worship broadcast at 9:00 + 10:30 am 



Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who com-
forts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from 
God... if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which pro-
duces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we 
suffer. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, 6 
 

In the years since her July 30, 1967, diving accident that left 
Joni Eareckson Tada confined to a wheelchair, she has become 
an international source of inspiration to many others who 
suffer physical and emotional crises. With the help and devo-
tion of her husband, Ken Tada, and support from countless 
other caregivers, Joni rose above the suffering she has en-
dured. She is credited with more than 40 books, numerous 
paintings, music, and films. In 1979, she founded Joni and 
Friends, an organization that promotes Christian ministry 
among those with disabilities throughout the world. 

Often God uses suffering to accomplish things in our lives that 
would otherwise never be achieved. But He doesn’t expect (or 
even want) us to suffer alone. Joni experienced a variety of 
deeply felt emotions; she ultimately accepted help from oth-
ers on the road to recovery. She did not yield to the feeling of 
despair and hopelessness that could have become her life’s 
story, depending on others to help her with the common tasks 
others take for granted  — but she did not do it alone. There 
have been numerous caring, loving individuals who offered 
their support.  

No, Joni did not allow her crippling accident to defeat her; she 
transformed her disability into a life devoted to others with 
disabilities. Her transition from Care Receiver to Care Giver 
was nothing short of miraculous, and, as a result of her deter-
mination, many others throughout the world who suffer with 
emotional and physical disabilities are the beneficiaries of her 
transforming experience. She is an example of how God uses 
our suffering to further His holy purposes.  

Many times, those who have experienced life’s challenges and 
disappointments can become the best caregivers. Having gone 
through difficult times themselves, they are well equipped to 
understand and empathize with others who are suffering. Like 
Joni, they have experienced first hand the emotional and 
physical pain that affect so many of us and want to offer help 
and encouragement to others. In the passage quoted above, 
Paul reminds us that God comforts us during adversity and 
we, in turn, are equipped to comfort others. 

If God is calling you to become a Stephen Minister, to offer 
comfort to others, please contact Bill Putnam (843-683-7800). 
A new class of Stephen Ministers is currently planned to begin 
in January. 



Although things have been scaled back somewhat out of        
necessity, on Saturday, December 12, St. Andrew will again host 
needy families from the community who will come to our very 
special “Christmas Shoppe” and choose toys and teddy bears for 
each of their children.  

This year we will still have the Moms’ Table where they can 
choose a bag of toiletries and other goodies beautifully put    
together by Fellowship Friends, and on their way out, parents 
can pick up wrapping paper, tape and bows to take home to 
wrap their gifts. 

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

For more information or questions,  

contact Donna Beavers at 843-422-7687 or dgbeav@aol.com   

How can you help? 
 Pray for our families and volunteers as we reach out safely 

 with the love of Christ during this pandemic 

 Donate unused small toiletries for the Moms’ Table 

 Contribute wrapping paper, tape and bows  

 Bring a new Teddy Bear to the drop off at both campuses 

 Provide grocery store gift cards of any denomination 

 Give! Losing the Fall Festival funds has been a blow  

 Be sure to write “Christmas Grace” in the memo of your 
 check 

And, thank you for your continued  
generosity to this ministry of St. Andrew 

 

 

Order pickup  
December 11,12 + 13 
Both campuses 

Questions?  
Call 843-785-4711  
or email standrewbythesea@gmail.com  
  

What is Christmas without a pageant? Concerns about COVID 
may be keeping us apart, but we are still together in spirit! 
Our children from both campuses are re-imagining the Christ-
mas story and telling it in their own way as they create a  
 
 
 
 

The children and their families are each taking a small part of 

the story of Jesus’ birth, sharing it with one another and our 

entire church family. Look for this sweet, collaborative pro-

duction online later during Advent. It is sure to be a holiday 

classic that can be shared with family and friends. 

Teddy Bear Sunday 
December 6 

  
   
 

This beloved St. Andrew tradition 
continues even during COVID-19!  

  

Bring a NEW teddy bear to the 
Drive-in Communion services at the 
HH campus, drop off at Bluffton 
anytime (look for the “bear box” by 
the side patio door) or drop off at 
the HH office during office hours.  

  

 
 

 
All furry creatures will be distribut-
ed to caring organizations in our 
community including the Soup 
Kitchen and Christmas Grace.  

Drop off deadline is  
Friday, December 4 

A Unique Re-telling of the Christmas Story (for an Unusual Time) 



On Saturday, December 5, 2020 the Town of Bluffton will       
present its annual Christmas Parade. This year, the Town is 
hosting a Reverse Christmas Parade and our Bluffton Campus 
folks will participate with a float, music, and friendly faces.  
 

A reverse parade is a creative way to hold a socially distanced 
celebration, meaning that instead of the parade moving past 
you, you move past the parade in your vehicle. This allows spec-
tators to enjoy the festivities while maximizing their social      
distance from other parade attendees. Hope to see you there! 

The Pandemic Didn’t Stop Us! BackPack Buddies of Bluffton and 
Hardeeville may have had to reinvent itself because of the pan-
demic, but this community-based organization didn’t let COVID 
stop us from trying to meet the needs of chronically hungry chil-
dren in our schools. 
 

Calling on our partners, we reviewed and revised all our         
programs. For example, instead of being able to hand out bags 
of food every Friday like we do when school is open, we piggy-
backed with the Sodexo breakfast and lunch distributions and 
packed and delivered 3600 bags of food from March until June. 
We weren’t able to reach our families in Hardeeville in the same 
way, so we called on volunteers to shop and fill their small busy 
pantry. 
 

Summer and the Bluffton Farmer’s Market program arrived!  
Since the children weren’t in school to receive their vouchers, 
we had to rely on our wonderful school personnel to reach out 
to them. Working to ensure the safety of our volunteers and 
families, we introduced new systems of reusable shopping  
passes, prepackaged and sanitized coins, and plexiglass shields 
at our table. With the delay of the start of school we extended 
the program an additional 4 weeks for a total of 12  weeks.  
 

With the advent of fall, we have been able to start our bag   pro-
gram serving 250 children each Friday afternoon with healthy 
food to get them through the weekend. We had to make a num-
ber of changes to accommodate the fact that our teams are not 
able to pack and distribute in the schools as they have been 
able to do before.  
 

Finally, our monthly box program has required the most    
changes. In the past we have bought food from Walmart to pack 
and deliver about 240 boxes a month. Currently, they are      
unable to accommodate us as food supplies are limited. We 
once again reached out to our volunteers to go out and shop.    
Fourteen volunteers shopped, packed boxes and delivered    
almost 150 boxes to the schools.  
 

Our thanks to all of our participating community members and 
especially to our own Bluffton Worship for all their help in     
supporting this ministry of serving “the least of us” in our    com-
munity. 
 

Sue and Ken Kroupa, Bluffton/Hardeeville Coordinators 

 

December 5 ~ 10:00 am  
Old Town Bluffton  

 

Come wave “hi” to our Bluffton Campus folks 

Christmas Eve Under the Stars 
Due to COVID, plans are still developing for this wonderful annual 

tradition. Watch for final details in the weekly E-Blast soon! 

new advent sermon series in Bluffton 

Celebrate Wonder in December 
In December, we will zoom together on December 6 and 13. The week of December 20, we will 
offer a flexible Celebrate Wonder – we will email a brief lesson and activity to do when it fits your 
family’s schedule.  
 

We encourage all families to safely celebrate the true JOY of the season, the birth of the Christ 
child, in meaningful ways that create lasting memories.  
 

Contact Miss Connie at conniebhhiumc@gmail.com for more information. 



Giving At A Glance (January-October 2020) 

 
Pledge  

Contributions 

Non-Pledge & 
Loose Plate  

Contributions Total 
Actual thru 

10/31/20 
$900,389 $254,196 $1,154.585 

Budget thru 
10/31/20 

$851,100 $202, 500 $1,053,600 

Variance $49,289 $51,696 $100,965 

 =Above Budget =Above Budget =Above Budget 

Income and Expenses (January-October 2020) 

 For The Year      
Actual 

For The Year  
Budget Variance  

Income $1,177,341 $1,040,851 $136,490 
Expenses $1,162,356 $1,298,685 ($136,329) 

Net Surplus   
/ (Deficit) 

$14,985 ($218,418) $272,819 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow! 

   

The deadline for 
the JANUARY 

edition of  
The Fisherman is Tuesday, December 15 
Please submit your articles and photos to: 

standrewbytheseaNEWS@gmail.com 

Our deepest sympathies to  
those in our church  

family who have  
recently lost loved ones... 

 Fellowship Friends  
Fellowship Friends continue to meet every week  

Tuesdays through Zoom at 10:00 am 
with focused sharing topics 

 

Some of our recent topics included:  

 19th Amendment to the Constitution - women's right to 
vote (1920)  

 What are you missing most about in-person worship        
experience?  

 In your opinion was today's election more fraught than 
past elections? Why or why not? 

 

For a recent service project, we sent notes to the staff and  
teachers at the Children's Center on Hilton Head Island.  
 

Fellowship Friends want to thank all who contributed to our 
toiletries and wrapping paper project for Christmas Grace. 
 

On December 1, we will start a four-week 
Advent Study using this book  
 

How might a house look for Christmas 
based on what each Gospel says about it? 
In Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes, 
beautiful illustrations from architect Kevin 
Burns reimagine each of the four Gospels 
as a “house,” which the church visits at 
Christmas. In each section, Cynthia M. Campbell reflects on 
the distinctive perspective of the birth of Jesus or the incar-
nation offered by each Gospel. Suitable for individual or 
group study, Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes creatively 
reimagines the season and inspires new and exciting reflec-
tion for Advent. Contact Jay Graves at 843.342.6322 to get 
a book or with questions. 

 

Everyone is invited to join in!  

Check the church's weekly E-Blast for the upcoming  
Focused-Sharing Topics. 

To Patti Castelli and Deborah Castelli at the passing of our   
Christian Brother, Charlie Castelli on November 8, 2020.      
Services will be held at a later date. 

 

To Bev Ohemeng at the passing of her mother, Ruth Dorsey, in 
PA on November 14, 2020.  

 

To Jim Sims and family at the passing of our Christian Sister,  
Suzanne Sims on November 3, 2020. A memorial service is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 12 at 1:30 pm at First       
Presbyterian Church Hilton Head. 

 

To Rose Zella Morris and family at the passing of our Christian 
Brother, Harold “Jack” Morris in WV on October 27, 2020. 
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St. Andrew By-T he-Sea is an open, nurturing body of Christian believers 
seeking God's guidance as we minister to others. 

Connect with us! 
HILTON HEAD CAMPUS 

20 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head, SC 29928 

843.785.4711 

www.hhiumc.com 
standrewbythesea@gmail.com 
  

COVID Church Office Hours 

 T-TH 9:00 am-12 noon 
  

Sunday Worship BROADCAST 

9:00 am + 11:15 am 

No in-person services at this time 
  

BLUFFTON CAMPUS 
39 Persimmon Street, Ste. 203  

Bluffton, SC 29910 
  

Sunday Worship LIVE STREAM 

9:00 am + 10:30 am 

No in-person services at this time 
  

www.blufftonworship.com 

#forbluffton  

#blufftonworship 
  

Rev. Neil M. Yongue Jr, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Daniel S. Burbage, Assoc. Pastor 

Rev. Frank E. Lybrand, Assoc. Pastor 
  

Find us on our websites, Facebook  

and Youtube 


