
July/August 2020 

A publication of St. Andrew By-The-Sea United Methodist Church 

 And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” MATTHEW 4:19 
A Cup of Cool Water in My Name 

The wearing of face masks has quickly become a hot topic in 
our country! Debate over observing the CDC mask recom-
mendations in an effort to contain Covid-19 continues to in-
tensify as the virus spreads in our area. Hopefully more and 
more people will wisely heed the warnings that can enable us 
to overcome this dangerous pestilence. 
 

While I disagree sharply with those who don’t wear masks 
because it seems “inhospitable,” I do wonder about the im-
pact of mask wearing and social distancing on communica-
tion. If it is necessary for us to cover our faces for the next 
couple of years, how will we adapt? One of the downsides of 
wearing masks that protect us from the Covid virus is that 
most of our facial expressions are blocked out. The many vari-
eties of smiles and frowns are hidden. Surprise, pensive looks, 
sadness are dependent not only upon our eyes but our face 
to communicate.  
 

Which leads me to wonder if now gestures will become more 
important. We will be limited of course in regards to how we 
interact. Handshaking, high-fives and hugs have at least tem-
porarily disappeared. (It was fun to watch the golfers at the 
Heritage simulate high-fives and fist bumps). Perhaps we will 
learn the importance of gestures; how we stand before one 
another and how we use our hands and bodies. In some   
Eastern cultures, how hands are held when offering a gift 
means more than the gift itself!   
 

As God’s kingdom people, the posture we assume in the 
world communicates so much. Wide open arms of ac-
ceptance, uplifted hands in prayer, kneeling in service to oth-
ers, even holding our stomachs in laughter all communicate a 
grace that we have humbly received.   

 

Jesus offered us an      
insight into kingdom   
gestures that communi-
cate love, compassion 
and care. In Matthew we 
hear that the difference 
between divine favor and 
disfavor is something as 

simple as offering a cup of cool water. There is no such thing 
as a small gesture offered in the name of Christ. 
 

Wear your mask and let your light shine! 
I love you all, Neil 

As we are making plans about when and how to return to in-
person worship, I invite you to read this article from the       
national UMC website. Hope to SEE you soon, Tim  
 

When returning to      
worship, be prepared for 
changes, including differ-
ent seating arrange-
ments. After weeks of 
worshiping online, many 
United Methodist congre-
gations will resume in-
person services in the 
weeks ahead. We may be 
excited to go to church 
again, but it would be unrealistic to expect things to be as 
they were before the global pandemic. 
  

“Worship will be different and feel strange,” one United 
Methodist church shares with their congregation. That’s good 
for each of us to keep in mind as we prepare to go back to 
church. Because decisions and processes for resuming in-
person worship are made by each United Methodist           
congregation in consultation with their district and annual 
conference, every church will approach things differently. 
Maybe none of us will encounter all of these changes. Some 

(Continued on page 3) 

Notes from Tim by Tim Reynolds, Music Director 

GOING BACK TO CHURCH? 
WHAT TO EXPECT  

https://www.middletownumc.org/guidelines-for-reopening/
https://www.middletownumc.org/guidelines-for-reopening/
https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-district
https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-annual-conference
https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-annual-conference


Fellowship Friends 
 

Fellowship Friends are continuing to meet every week 
on Tuesdays through Zoom with focused sharing topics. 
We have had six to 14 people joining in each week.  
Our past topics included:  

 Mother's Day in the age of quarantine 

 Coping (or not) with imposed isolation 
 Seeing God during the COVID-19 lockdown 

 What do we think about Angels? 

 Discussion of the St. Andrew survey returning to 
in-person worship 

 Should the word ‘plantation’ be removed from 
the residential areas on Hilton Head Island? 

Everyone is invited to join in! 
 

Please email jaygraves@hotmail.com for a Zoom invita-
tion. If you don't have access to the internet, you can 
still participate via telephone. Leader Jay Graves will be 
glad to send you directions for doing this. 

Our next online short-term 
study will focus on the 
Book of James. While one 
of the shorter books in the 
Bible, it is packed with sage 
wisdom. Although James is 
known for its practical 
Christianity, we can find 
that this text can challenge 
us as we struggle to live out 
our faith with meaning and 
authenticity during these 
difficult and uncertain 
times. Perhaps there is no 

better time to reconsider the words of James. 
 

Tuesdays, July 7 - 28  
11:00 am to noon 
Connie Borgianini, Leader 
Cost:  $10/00* 

 

*A limited number of our resource book, James (N. T. 
Wright for Everyone Bible Study Guides), have been   
ordered by the church. If you would like to reserve a 
book, please email to conniebhhiumc@gmail.com (first 
come, first serve). Or, order a copy from your preferred 
vendor (paperback or electronic). 
 

Please note: participants must sign-up so that the re-

quired Zoom invitation can be sent prior to our meeting. 

Families of all ages and stages are invited to get out and about 
every week for four weeks to find the local destination of the 
week. Once you have found the not-so-secret location, take a 
photo of yourselves at that venue and send it to us. We’ll in-
clude the photos (with your permission) in St. Andrew’s email 
blast. 
 

Each week a picture hint of the destination and a scripture 
verse clue will be included in the church’s Thursday email 
blast. Then families, couples or individuals have a week to 
go to that location, snap a photo and send to                   
conniebhhiumc@gmail.com. All destinations will be      

accessible to the public (another hint!) So join the 
fun, get out of the house, maintain social distancing, 

and go when your schedule permits.  The family, or 
families, with the most correct photos submitted will 
get a Not-Quite-Your-Usual Prize! 

 

No need to sign-up, simply participate as you can. Look for the 
first week’s clues and scripture on July 2.  
 

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,  
and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of 

the Lord has spoken. Isaiah 40:5 

mailto:jaygraves@hotmail.com
mailto:conniebhhiumc@gmail.com
mailto:conniebhhiumc@gmail.com


Giving At A Glance (January-May 2020) 

 
Pledge  

Contributions 
Non-Pledge & Loose  
Plate Contributions Total 

Actual thru 5/31/2020 $562,911 $134,064 $696,975 

Budget thru 5/31/2020 $490,700 $112,300 $603,000 

Variance $72,211 $21,764 $93,975 

 =Above Budget =Above  Budget =Above  Budget 

Income and Expenses (January-May 2020) 
 For The Year      

Actual 
For The Year  

Budget Variance  
Income $715,244 $595,661 $119,583 

Expenses $561,070 $675,562 ($114,492) 
Net Surplus  / (Deficit) $154,174 ($79,901) $234,075 

may see something not mentioned here. Still, it is wise to 
consider what may be different. 
 

ENTERING THE BUILDING  
We may not be able to enter as we did previously. Certain 
doors may be designated as entrances and others as exits. 
Church leadership may also limit how long before the service 
we can enter the building. Policies like these are especially 
helpful for congregations with multiple services. They allow 
us to maintain proper social distancing between those leaving 
the earlier service and those entering for a later service as 
well as proper cleaning between services.  
 

Health screenings may be performed at building entrances. 
Using a no-contact thermometer, a greeter may take our 
temperature on the way in, as a means of keeping us well 
during and after worship. Masks will likely be required when 
entering the building. We may also notice hand sanitizer sta-
tions at entrances to the building and sanctuary.  

 

WORSHIP  
To help maintain safe social distancing, seating will likely be 
modified. Pews may be roped off. In some churches, an usher 
may escort our family to specific seats. We may not be able to 
sit in our regular spot—unthinkable! Following plans like 
these will help use the worship space most effectively until 
those restrictions are lifted. 
 

It will be good to see our fellow worshipers in person, but 
we’ll need to refrain from greeting them with hugs or hand-
shakes for now. A nod of the head or a simple gesture like 
praying hands works almost as well, both before service and 
during the passing of the peace. 
 

We may not receive a printed bulletin and the hymnals,      
Bibles, attendance pads and the other high-touch items we’re 
used to seeing near our seats, may be removed.  
 

Speaking of high-touch items, we probably won’t pass a col-
lection plate for the offering. Instead, we’ll be invited to drop 
our offerings in a designated location on our way into or out 
of worship. We can also continue to give online or via auto-
matic withdrawal.  
 

Also, and this is a hard one for us United Methodists, congre-

(Continued from page 1) gational singing will likely be discouraged. So may responsive 
readings, congregational prayers and other worship elements 
that encourage us to join our voices.  
 

Communion is another important part of our worship that 
congregations may suspend during this time. Others will 
choose to modify the practice.  

 

OTHER POSSIBLE CHANGES 
A less-sacred favorite of many United Methodists, the fellow-
ship time before and after worship, will also likely be on hold. 
Not only is it difficult to serve food and beverages safely, our 
church doesn’t want to encourage us to gather too closely 
together during this time.  
 

Unfortunately, Sunday school classes, the nursery, childcare 
and other Sunday morning children and youth ministries may 
not be available. The rooms used for these activities are often 
not big enough to maintain social distancing. It can also be 
difficult to convince a toddler she shouldn’t hug her friends. 
 

NOT READY? WORSHIP ONLINE 
If any of us don’t feel ready to return quite yet, that’s okay. 
We can continue to support our church by worshiping 
online until we’re ready. As we return, whether now or later, 
let us do it well. Stay healthy, and in the words of John      
Wesley, let's continue “to watch over one another in love,” 
whether together or from a safe social distance. 
 
A UMC.org Feature by Joe Iovino June 4, 2020 (excerpted)  

A 
re you struggling to make some 
sense of  recent events and find a 
meaningful way forward during this 

challenging time associated with our country’s 
racism issues? If so, please join the next 
Bridge Builders meeting as we continue to 
discuss what God may be calling us to do as 
individuals and as a community of faith.  
 

BRIDGE BUILDERS  
VIRTUAL MEETING  

MONDAY, JULY 6  
11:00 AM 

To receive the required Zoom invitation, call 
the church office or contact Connie Borgianini 
at conniebhhiumc@gmail.com. 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/the-need-for-giving-when-church-doors-close
https://www.umc.org/en/content/the-need-for-giving-when-church-doors-close
https://www.umc.org/en/content/choir-members-enjoy-health-spiritual-benefits
https://www.umc.org/en/content/choir-members-enjoy-health-spiritual-benefits
https://www.umc.org/en/content/an-open-table-how-united-methodists-understand-communion
https://www.umc.org/en/what-we-believe/umc-topics/our-people/our-united-methodist-table
https://www.umc.org/en/content/where-to-worship-online
https://www.umc.org/en/content/where-to-worship-online
https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-wesley-john
https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-wesley-john


   

The deadline for the  
SEPTEMBER edition of The Fisherman  

is SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 
Please submit your articles and photos to: 

standrewbytheseaNEWS@gmail.com 

 Lee Polhill upon the death of his wife and our Christian 
sister Arden Polhill on June 10, 2020, on Hilton Head. 

 Ann Scott upon the death of her sister-in-law (sister of 
Rev. Julius Scott), Gertrude Batiste on May, 25, 2020 in 
San Antonio, TX,  

 Rev. Jim and Janet Morrison upon the death of Janet’s 
sister, Barbara DeVaughn, in Statesville, NC, on May 21, 
2020. Services were held on June 14, 2020. 

 Carol Fisher (former member) upon the death of her   
husband and our Christian brother Jim Fisher, on April 30, 
2020 in Greenville, SC. 

 Aaron Mau at the passing of his brother, Michael Mau on 
April 24, 2020 in AZ. 

 Lena Epps Brooker at the passing of her husband, Jim 
Brooker on April 24, 2020 in NC. 

 Karen Kirby upon the death of her husband and our  
Christian brother Ward Kirby on April 21, 2020 on Hilton 
Head. 

 Linda Dawson at the passing of her father in April in PA. 

 Jean Lumley upon the death of her husband and our 
Christian brother George Lumley on April 9, 2020 on    
Hilton Head. 

L et not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my  Father's 

house are many mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. ~John 14:1-3 

Once we are saved,...God expects us—in fact He commands 
us—to not be hearers of the Word only, but doers as well. 
Works, when we are in Christ, are an extension of Christ’s 
ministry. In fact, works are not ends in themselves, but they 
demonstrate God’s love toward others so that they will know 
God loves them and so that they will desire to learn about 
God’s provision for their greatest needs.  
 

The Bible says a man in a ditch is not helped if we pass by 
him, wish him well, and tell him of God’s love. No, God’s love 
is demonstrated by attending to the man’s physical needs 
and helping him out of the ditch. This is how people learn 
that the Father has sent the Son. —Billy Graham  

 

St. Andrew is blessed to have a group of nearly 20 Stephen 
Ministers actively committed to working with those among 
us who are going through difficult times. Over the last several 
weeks and months of self-quarantining and social distancing, 
our Stephen Ministers have continued their service to the 
church. Even though they may not be able to meet with care 
receivers in person, they do continue to be with them by 
phone and video conferencing. Using these means, Stephen 
Ministers maintain and grow their caring relationships, bring-
ing comfort and a feeling of love where needed.  
 

Additionally, Stephen Ministers keep in touch with a number 
of congregation members who may be housebound, are una-
ble to safely move about for various reasons, or who may not 
have family or friends with whom to keep in touch. Referred 
by the St. Andrew pastors, these members, struggling with 
the restrictions imposed on us all, can look forward to peri-
odic conversations with a caring brother or sister to share 
their joys and concerns, someone who cares about their well-
being. 
 

In these days when hospital or health facility visits aren’t per-
mitted, such conversations can be something to look forward 
to and a welcome boost to the shut-in. In these ways, even in 
these times, St. Andrew Stephen Ministers continue to share 
God’s love by offering a listening ear and compassionate 
heart to others; they answer the call of Christ to “Bear one 
another’s burdens,” saying, “Here am I, Lord. Is it I, Lord?”  

 

To learn more about how you might benefit from a Stephen 
Minister, or if you are considering becoming a Stephen Minis-
ter, please email stephenministryhhiumc@gmail.com or ask 
to be contacted by a Stephen Ministry Leader by calling the 
church office. 

Carry one another’s burdens, and in this way you 
will fulfill the Law of Christ.  Galatians 6:2 

https://biblehub.com/greek/941.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/240.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/922.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2532.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3779.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/378.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/378.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3588.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3551.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5547.htm


Happy 20th Anniversary to  

HH Nursery Coordinator,  

Diane Bollerman! 
Diane Bollerman is celebrating 20 
years as St. Andrew By-The-Sea’s 
Nursery Coordinator at the Hilton 
Head campus. She was recommend-
ed to the church by a babysitting cli-
ent and member of St. Andrew, and we’re thrilled she has 
stayed with us for all these years!  

  

Diane has lived on Hilton Head Island for 23 years, mov-
ing here from NJ. She has babysat on the Island for all of 
those years, and also worked in sales for a jeweler 10 of 
those years.  

  

She has three kids of her own and eight grandchildren, 
however none of them live in the area. She spends her 
free time playing tennis, working out at the gym, in barre 
classes, bike riding, and speed walking.  

  

“This is the perfect job for me,” says Diane. “I love getting 
to know the families of the church and watching the kids 
grow up. They are all like family to me, including staff, 
and I am happy to be a part of the St. Andrew family. 
They bring me great joy.” 

At the Hilton Head Campus, volunteers directed up to 20 cars 
each night to specially marked parking places where they 
could see a blue tent. An FM transmitter as well as a sound 
system allowed those attending to tune-in the service on their 
car radio or roll down the windows to hear Pastors Frank and 
Neil. Wayne Altman, who provided music at the Bluffton Cam-
pus drive-thru, also played at Pope Avenue on Monday and 
Tuesday nights, then it was Tim Reynolds on Wednesday. 

  

The next opportunity for Drive-In Communion at the 
Hilton Head campus will be August 3, 4 + 5. Watch the 

Blast for when reservations will open. 

Special Communion Services held in June  

at Hilton Head + Bluffton 
Using pre-packaged communion elements and with the help of masked and 

gloved volunteers, we were able to have the Lord's Supper at both campuses. 

What a beautiful day sharing            
communion together with  

74 people at the Bluffton Campus 
on Sunday, June 14. Cars were  

able to drive-thru anytime from 
noon - 2pm. They were directed  
by volunteers and pulled up to  

Pastor Daniel Burbage. 

We are not considering "restarting" worship, 
because St. Andrew never stopped worship 
due to the coronavirus! But we know you 
are longing to be in our sanctuaries with 
the people you love "in-person." 

 

The St. Andrew "Return to Church" committees 
are working diligently to lay the plans for return-
ing to in-person worship when the time is 
right. The Hilton Head committee is currently tackling how to 
sanitize the building properly each Sunday and working on a 
user-friendly reservation system to ensure required social 
distancing and other CDC procedures. You can be assured 
both the Hilton Head and Bluffton task forces are thinking 

conservatively with everyone's safety in 
mind while continuing to move forward to 
when we can meet together again in per-
son.  
 

There currently is no date for when we 
will begin weekly in-person services, but 
hope you will worship with us online each 
Sunday.  

When will we meet in our worship spaces?  



“RETURN TO CHURCH” SURVEY RESULTS 

Thanks to everyone who participated in our survey about coming 
back to in-person services and shared your opinions and thoughts.  
 

297 people responded to Q #1 which was about which campus they 
normally attend. 24.24% were Bluffton attenders, 73.06% were HH 
attenders and 2.69% of respondents attend both campuses. 
 

Below is the link to the actual survey results: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-C9GCLSR37 

  



Family Promise  

Reopens Full Service 

Operations 

Family Promise of Beaufort 
County (FP) continues to 
serve the needs of home-
less families as we move to 

a new normal. The FP office was closed from early March thru 
May for visitors or for accepting new families (application 
interest requests were non-existent from a practical perspec-
tive).  
 

During that time FP maintained remote support services for 
two existing families in the program. The office doors were 
reopened full time on June 1. Families will continue to be 
housed in hotels until Host Congregations resume full-service 
operations and Support Congregations like SABTS can once 
again help with meals and overnight hosting. 
 

One family of three was able to move into an apartment on 
May 11 with both parents employed thru these uncertain 
times. The other family of two was able to move into housing 
on June 9 after Mom returned to work. A new family of seven 
joined the program June 2 with three kids settling in at day-
care and the two oldest having started at the Boys & Girls 
Club on Monday June 15. Mom started a new job this same 
week and Dad is seeking a job change that hopefully will 
better align with their family needs. 
 

Family Promise sincerely thanks everyone for the generous 
support to assure families in their care were well taken care 
of during the past months of uncertainty.  
 

Donations to assist with hotel expenses may be made by 
check and mailed to:  

Family Promise of Beaufort County 
 181 Bluffton Road, D101, Bluffton SC 29910. 
  

Or by credit card online on the FP website: 
familypromisebeaufortcounty.org/donate-confirmation 

 

Food Lion or Walmart gift cards for food and gas, preferably 
in denominations of $10 or $25, are also needed and can be 
dropped off or mailed to FP at the above address. 

 

This is tangible way to be the hands and feet of Jesus.  
Please contact FP Coordinators Elaine and Jerry Tavolaro at          
jereltavolaro@gmail.com with any questions. 

 

Normal operations of Backpack Buddies have unfortunately 
been suspended for the summer due to COVID-19, EXCEPT 
in Bluffton. Backpack Buddies Bluffton runs a summer pro-
gram through the Bluffton Farmers Market, in spite of the 
virus, called “The Summer Nutrition Club.”  

 

This program offers Back-
pack Buddies families an 
opportunity to purchase 
fresh produce through a 
token system. Families 
approach The Summer 
Nutrition Club volunteers 
at their kiosk and receive 
a bag of tokens based on the number of people in their 
family. Then families shop at vendors displaying a bright 
red apple on their stand. At the end of the day, a Backpack 
Buddies volunteer collects all the tokens and pays the farm-
ers for the produce they provided to the families. The mar-
ket runs every Thursday from noon to 3pm.  

  

Bluffton Backpack Buddies 
has also packed 3600 bags 
of food that have been dis-
tributed through the So-
dexo Breakfast and Lunch 
bags program and the up-
coming Academic Recovery 
program, as well as buying 
food for Mercy Mission, a 

food pantry in Hardeeville, to help support our Hardeeville 
children. 

 

In Hilton Head, Backpack Buddies is providing financial sup-
port during the summer months to the two food pantries 
on the Island: Sandalwood Food Pantry and Deep Well. We 
know that many of our Backpack Buddies families rely 
heavily on these food pantries.  

 

How Backpack Buddies will operate in the fall, when and if 
school resumes, is not yet known. Schools are still deciding 
how they are going to feed children since cafeterias may 
not open for group meals.  

 

St. Andrew’s Mission/Outreach Committee continues to be 
committed to supporting Backpack Buddies however the 
pandemic affects kids in need in the future.  
 

Barbara Ernico, Missions/Outreach Chair 
Joe Kerr for Hilton Head BPB            
Ken + Sue Kroupa for Bluffton BPB 
 

 

https://familypromisebeaufortcounty.org/donate-confirmation/
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United Methodist Church 
20 Pope Avenue 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928 
 

St. Andrew By-T he-Sea is an open, nurturing body of Christian believers 
seeking God's guidance as we minister to others. 

Connect with us! 
HILTON HEAD CAMPUS 

20 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head, SC 29928 

843.785.4711 

www.hhiumc.com 

standrewbythesea@gmail.com 
 

HH COVID Office Hours 

 T + TH 9:00 am - noon 
 

Sunday Worship ONLINE 

9:00 am + 11:15 am 

 
 

BLUFFTON CAMPUS 
39 Persimmon Street, Ste. 203  

Bluffton, SC 29910 

843.837.4712  
  

Sunday Worship ONLINE 

9:00 am + 10:30 am 
 

www.blufftonworship.com 

#forbluffton  

#blufftonworship 
 

 

 

Rev. Neil M. Yongue Jr., Senior Pastor 

Rev. Daniel S. Burbage, Assoc. Pastor 

Rev. Frank E. Lybrand, Assoc. Pastor 

“The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” Psalm 27:1 


